SUMMER 2019

NEWICK PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
WELCOME
Welcome to the new 'refreshed' format of the Newick Parish Council
Newsletter! Since the last newsletter the Parish Council started a new
term of office and as at time of print we have seven Councillors out of a
possible 11. If you are interested in filling one of the four vacancies or
would just like more information about the role, please do not hesitate to
contact the Parish Clerk. Alternatively, the Parish Council Meetings are
open to the general public and the dates are listed on newick.net.
Our new Parish Clerk, Emma, has started and is working alongside Sue
Berry until early August to ensure a smooth handover. Please note the
email address remains the same but we have a new contact telephone
number. The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to thank
Sue Berry for all her hard work and dedication and wish her well in her
retirement.
Our new District Councillor, Roy Burman, attended his first Newick Parish
Council meeting in May and intends to come to as many meetings as
possible. Roy comes from Ditchling where he is also a Parish Councillor.

YOUR PARISH
COUNCILLORS;

As always, all agendas and minutes of meetings/committees are posted
on newick.net but please do contact the clerk with any queries or if you
would like to bring anything to the Parish Council's attention.

Mr Chris Armitage (Chair)
Mr Brian Deacon (Vice Chair)
Mr Brian Hodge
Mrs Kim Tibbs
Mr Phil Tibbs
Mrs Melanie Thew
Mrs Cathy Wickens
All correspondence should be sent to
the clerk;
Mrs Sue Berry (retiring)
Mrs Emma Reece
Address for Correspondence;
1 Paynters Way
Newick
BN8 4PH
07521 511643
email; newickpc@newick.net
Website; newick.net
Your District Councillor;
Roy Burman
email; roybnew@me.com
Tel; 01273 256156
Your County Councillor;
Jim Sheppard
Tel; 01825 724478

As a Parish Council we thought it important to reach out to the
younger members of Newick, as indeed you will be the future
caretakers of our wonderful village and its community. To this end we
want to have more interaction with those under the age of 18, and
would love to hear and if necessary discuss the views on how you
believe you can add value to the future direction of the Parish Council
and what you think is required to improve your life in the village.
We are aiming to have a recreation committee in place and part of
the work of that committee would be to plan the future of the
skatepark. If you use the skatepark and have ideas on what you think
is needed, then we would love to hear from you. I will be contacting
Newick Primary school soon to see if we can talk to the children’s
school council and listen to any ideas they may have. However, if
anyone has any views or ideas then please get in touch, we want to
help.
Cllr. Brian Deacon

Land between Vernons Road and The Rough
There has been some disquiet recently about this development as well as numerous inaccuracies reported on various social media sites. As the new
Chair of Newick Parish Council I will endeavour to explain how the site was chosen, the process NPC went through, the outcome and how it now will
impact on Newick.
Neighbourhood planning is a right for communities introduced through the Localism Act 2011. It allows communities to shape development in their
areas through the production of Neighbourhood Development Plans. NPC embraced this Act and in 2012 embarked on producing a Neighbourhood
Plan that would give the residents a voice in the future development of the village and protection against the increasing number of unwarranted
developments.
Twelve sites were put forward as having potential for development, either by their owners or potential developers. NPC adopted two elements to
determine which sites should be developed. Firstly, the opinions of the residents of Newick and secondly, a detailed sustainability appraisal was to be
conducted for each site. In June 2013 a Parish questionnaire was delivered to each Newick household. One of the main purposes of the questionnaire
was to establish the level of public support for, and opposition to, each of the twelve sites. 41% of households responded.
A detailed sustainability appraisal was carried out for all twelve sites. This had twelve main objectives (subject headings), most with several indicators
(questions), there being forty indicators in all. A scoring system recommended by Lewes District Council’s planning officers was adopted and the
appraisal was conducted with a planning officer present. This process was reported on in February 2014 (Sustainability Appraisal and Development
Site Selection).
The Land between The Rough and Vernons Road received 273 yes votes from the residents’ questionnaire and 110 no votes. This placed the site in
3rd position for site selection. The sustainability appraisal gave the site 8 points which again put it in 3rd position. The overall ranking based on both
elements placed the site in 3rd position.
The four most sustainable and acceptable sites were selected for development under the Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan was adopted by Lewes
District Council in July 2015, after being approved by over 89% of those who voted in the referendum earlier that year. Policy HO5 of the
Neighbourhood Plan provided for the construction of a pair of semi-detached bungalows or houses, each with no more than three bedrooms, on this
land owned by Newick Parish Council.
In 2018 NPC applied for outline planning permission to develop the site. This was granted by Lewes District Council. In September 2018 NPC sought
advice from local estate agents as how best to effect a sale of the land. It was agreed to an open marketing campaign to invite offers by informal tender
both on a conditional and unconditional basis. A total of 9 tenders had been received by the due date. The offer accepted by NPC after sale fees and
associated costs will result in just under £250,000 capital funds being received.
This money has to be treated as capital rather than revenue and there are strict rules for how the money may be used. However, it can be used for
capital projects, debt repayment or can be deposited in a suitable fund until required to fund a capital project. We are currently investigating the early
repayment of the public works loan board loan from the village hall extension and improvements undertaken in 2010. NPC cannot alone choose the
capital project. We must and will consult with the village and gain its approval to spend on the chosen capital project(s). NPC will be publishing more on
this later in the year once the new Council is fully operational. We shall be asking you how best the capital should be used. Remember it must be for
the benefit of the village as a whole and agreed by the village.

Cllr. Chris Armitage

Trees
Several questions were raised regarding trees following the land sale
detailed above. Some trees in the village have Tree Preservation
Orders (TPOs) or sit in a conservation area. Trees that are not subject
to a TPO and are not in a conservation can be cut back or felled without
prior consent. NPC has a tree warden who works in conjunction with
Lewes District Councils Specialist Tree advisor. During the planning
application process the LDC advisor stated that whilst it would be
desirable to retain the trees it was unlikely to be practicable to do so.
The first Sycamore was in a poor condition and its asymmetrical crown
is evidence of prior damage to the tree. The second Sycamore further
into the site would be located within a small garden and would likely be
in direct conflict with future occupants of both plots. The tree would
have a profound impact on light levels to the house and garden which in
turn would have a significant detrimental impact on the reasonable use
and enjoyment of this and the adjacent property by the future
occupants.
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