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INDEPENDENT
LAND ROVER
& FOUR WHEEL
DRIVE SPECIALISTS

Our aim is to offer a friendly, efficient
and professional service at
competitive rates for all of your
engineering and maintenance
requirements.
AUTOLOGIC DIAGNOSTICS
FOR LAND ROVER

T: 01444 415231 M: 07973 286455

Home Farm, Slugwash Lane, Haywards Heath RH17 7RQ

LEWES

CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surrounding areas
Contact Neil / Les
01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk
www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk
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Message from the Clerk
Welcome to the Newick Parish Council newsletter. I think it’s fair to
say that we are still living in a period of uncertainty, but it really
does feel like we are moving towards some sort of normality.
I was saddened to hear of the death of a
former Parish Councillor, Iain Nesbitt. I first met
Iain when he was volunteering at the Primary
School Crossing and he always had a chat with
my children about what they had for breakfast,
giving them the nickname ‘the apples’ as
they invariably were still finishing eating as
they walked to school. Iain was well known
amongst pupils for being lovely and jolly, he
will be missed.
Another huge loss for the village was the
passing of David Strachan in June. David was
treasurer for The Reading Rooms when I was
doing the finances for Newick Pre-School but
in typical David style he sorted all manner of
repairs and issues associated with the building.
For many people David was synonymous
with the Cricket Club - as a scorer for 22 years
and Hon Treasurer for 15 years. He was, of
course, much more than this; he was flagraiser, boundary marker, bar stocker and bar
man - he would do absolutely everything that
was needed to keep the Cricket Club going.
Apart from being one of the most community
minded people you could meet, David will
be remembered as funny, kind and a true
gentleman.
The more observant of you will have noticed
the seasonal flagpoles were put up on The
Green on the 1st May for the summer season
and will remain until the end of September.

MAKE YOUR WEDDING EXTRA SPECIAL
WITH A CAR FROM CHARIOTS!
Established in 1993

WE PROVIDE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN EXECUTIVE
CARS, LIMOUSINE & MINIBUSES
IN SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH EAST
FRIENDLY STAFF & PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEURS

ALL VEHICLES HAVE ANTISEPTIC WASH AND WIPED CLEAN EVERY TIME
Executive Travel
Chauffeur Service
Wedding Car Hire
Minibus Hire
Limousine Hire

01273 813401

EMAIL: info@chariotschauffeurs.com

Chariots, Merlins, Uckﬁeld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU
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We also have two larger permanent flagpoles.
The first of the large poles is on the triangle
near the Community Centre and was given to
the Village as a memorial to John Goodwin, a
former Chairman of the Parish Council. Since
erected it has flown the Village Flag. The
second large pole is near the Village Pump
and flies the Union Flag. The John Goodwin
flagpole will also fly the Merchant Navy flag on
3rd September, the Airforce standard on Battle
of Britain Day - 15th September and the White
Ensign on Trafalgar Day - 21st October.
Newick has many volunteers who are unsung
heroes of the village. Two of which are Paul
Scrase and Paul Antrobus. They help with
any issues concerning the large flag poles,
changing them over and in the case of the
recent passing of the Duke of Edinburgh,
lowering them as a mark of respect. They also
tend to the memorial lawn where the John
Goodwin flagpole is located, and I would like
to take this opportunity to thank them for their
time, support and knowledge.
I have received many reports of anti-social and
illegal behaviour in the village. I appreciate
we were all young once. Growing up in a rural
village does require some resourcefulness to
keep entertained but there comes a point where
behaviour is dangerous and effects the lives of
others. The Parish Council has been working with
Sussex Police to try and increase police patrols
and presence but we need incidents reported
to 101 or anonymously to Crimestoppers. The
Police allocate resources in accordance with need
so the more people that report what is actually
going on, the more support the village gets.
Lastly we do still have one remaining vacancy for
Parish Councillor. I encourage anyone who might
be interested in learning more about the role to
drop me an email.
Best wishes
Emma Reece
Clerk to Newick Parish Council
k newickpc@newick.net

Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional,
independent car garage with a reputation for the
highest standards of service. With specialist
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive
range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re
the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk

LEWES
SCAFFOLDING
LTD
Tel: (Eastbourne) 01323 811820 / 811775
Tel: (Lewes) 01273 477860
Mobile: 07768 454079
Email: lewesscaffolding@aol.com

HO ME CHA RLE S
Est. 2001

AIRPORT T RANSFERS

01444 810662
07734 489222

AIRPORT TAXI SERVICE
Reliable & punctual
Mid Sussex licensed
Fully insured
Mostly Mercedes cars
Competitive prices
Professional & service led
Flights monitored online
Seaports & long distance
Free cancellation
Covid aware

Corporate accounts welcome • Cards accepted

homecharles@btinternet.com
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Message from the Chair
As I write this summer edition it is blowing a hooley and
pouring with rain! Not summer weather by any means.
Hopefully you are now reading this 4th
Newsletter surrounded by warmth, sunshine
and blue skies.
The Parish Council structure has changed
slightly since our last newsletter, with Brian
Deacon, who first became a councillor in
2019, resigning in March. We thank him for his
service to the Newick community. We have
been very fortunate in recruiting Alan Sippetts
who joined us in March but we are still
carrying one vacancy. We are looking for
someone to fill this vacancy who is keen to
serve their village and the wider community.
If you are interested in finding out more
please contact Emma Reece, Clerk to the Parish
Council.
At the Annual Meeting of Newick Parish
Council, I was re-elected as Chair and Cllr
Cathy Wickens elected as Vice Chair. Mel Thew
remains as Chair of The Environment and
Recreation Committee, Cllr David Marchant
remains as Chair of Finance and General
Purposes Committee and Cllr Brian Hodges
becomes Chair of Planning.
Newick has a strong Parish Council and one
able to contend with all that is asked of us.
I have a vastly experienced team who care
deeply about Newick and its environment.
Of great concern recently has been the
increase in anti-social behaviour by a small
group of youths. Sadly this is not unique to
Newick and other villages have suffered at
the hands of a few mindless individuals who
seemingly have no respect for other people,
property or their village. I have liaised with
Sussex Police over the last month to address
this situation directly, as it was felt that our
complaints were not regarded as a priority
and little action had been taken. I am pleased
to report that having spoken with the District
Inspector, he clearly shares our concerns and
his list of priorities mirrors our own.
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Already we are seeing additional patrols around
the village and I hope that this will continue
at a pace. Additionally, there is one place that
has been causing increasing concern regarding
anti-social behaviour and therefore the
landowner has been asked to secure this site.
There are other areas in the village which will
also be targeted by Sussex Police, but I would
like to emphasise Emma’s point on page 4
asking residents to report incidents or concerns
to 101 or anonymously to Crimestoppers.
Another area of concern has been the
speeding of vehicles through the village.
Last year I received numerous letters from
worried residents and as a result Newick Parish
Council resurrected the Newick Community
Speedwatch. This was after an absence of three
years due to a lack of volunteers. Fortunately, 8
Newick residents volunteered this time around
and our first “sortee” was in October 2020.
Sadly it was curtailed after only 3 sessions due
to COVID. However we were back in April and
the willing band of volunteers are getting out
at least twice a week. Our results, reported
elsewhere in this publication, are viewed by
Sussex Police and they clearly demonstrate
there is a speeding issue in Newick. Great to
see there are now more Sussex Police speed
cameras working alongside the Community
Speedwatch Team to keep residents safe.
It is important to note that in addition to
identifying speeding vehicles, including multiple
speeding offenders, the team have also detected
at least four untaxed vehicles. Those driving
without tax could face a court appearance and a
fine. They will have been reported to DVLA.
We are still seeking volunteers to help with this
invaluable community asset. Please contact
Emma Reece for further details.
Councillor Chris Armitage
Chair of Newick Parish Council

Reinforcing Bar
Cut & Bent Reinforcement
Reinforcing Mesh
Accessories
Reinforcing Stockist

Based in Sussex
Serving London
and the South East

01444 831230
www.ashdownreinforcing.co.uk

Steel Estimating
Site Surveys
Tekla Steel Detailing
Steel Fabrication
Site Fitting
Steel Stockist

J&J MINI
SKIPS
Sussex’s
Mini
Diggers
for hire

Mini Skip Hire Specialists
1 Tonne
Dumper
for hire
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Our advice, ideas and
quotations are without
cost or obligation.
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We are the local, family run shutter and blind company, with over fifteen years’ experience. PFI accredited
and experts in somfy motorised systems. Approved by local trading standards via the office of fair trading
“buy with confidence” scheme.

Call us now for a free no obligation visit on 01273 880 480
jamie@simplyblindingltd.co.uk | www.simplyblinding.co.uk
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Planning Update News

As always seems to be the case over recent years, there has been a
lot of activity on the planning front affecting Newick, both directly
and indirectly.
Whilst it might seem that we are forever
objecting to the building of new homes, it is
not the case. We are objecting to the building
of homes outside the Planning Boundaries
or ones that do not conform to the Newick
Neighbourhood Plan (NNP). We fully recognise
the need for homes to be built in the Village,
particularly homes that people can afford to
either buy or rent. We are working hard to
preserve Newick as a Village and for it not
become a town and at the same time trying to
cater for the housing needs of villagers. Not an
easy task.
Despite COVID restrictions we have continued
to hold virtual meetings and recently, the
Planning Committee were able to meet face
to face in a small working group. The purpose
was to consider how Lewes District Council
(LDC) could improve their outdated criteria for
selecting villages and rural communities most
suitable for future housing development. This
followed a request to them by NPC to make
our views known in advance of the decisionmaking process for revising the Lewes Local
Plan.
We have made it to clear to them that Newick
does not wish to see itself become a town and
urged that previous development needs to be
recognised by LDC in their decision-making
process for future planning. The previous
crude ‘tick box’ system covers village facilities
that could readily change at short notice,
the more ticks you have the more likely you
are to be expanded. We highlighted that
today, technology and life/work patterns
have changed significantly since the ‘tick box’
concept was first introduced many years ago.
The ‘village facilities’ chosen are not necessarily
as relevant or essential in todays environment.
We also reinforced our view that some villages
have, in the past, been forward thinking and
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accepting of development, but that these
should not be penalised for this by being overdeveloped in the future, just because they
currently have ‘desired’ facilities. We reminded
them that East Sussex, in particular the Lewes
District, is very much a rural community and
it may be that in order retain this important
character, some villages presently in decline
may need some expansion to protect their
future.
As stated in the last newsletter and as many
of you will be increasingly aware, significant
political developments have been (and still
are) taking place at Ministerial level that
could have an impact on us locally. The 5-year
deadline for the review of the Lewes Local Plan
part 1 passed in May but although deemed
to be ‘no longer in date’, it doesn’t necessarily
mean the policies it contains are no longer
valid. The revised Local Plan is unlikely to be
updated, approved and in place until 2023.
Because of this LDC will be without an upto-date plan and the formula for calculating
housing will changes, consequently LDC will
have to increase their requirement to build 275
homes per year to 782 per year, over the next
20 years. Many local authorities all over the
country are challenging this methodology. We
invited our local MP, Maria Caulfield, and the
lead for Lewes District Council Planning, Leigh
Palmer, to our virtual Council meeting in March
and had a very useful question and answer
session with villager participation. However,
we are only a village and our voice although
replicated across the District, is a small one.
Therefore, we were delighted that the
Countryside Charity, (CPRE of which NPC is a
member), recently met with Maria Caulfield
MP to voice their concerns, the details of this
meeting and the resultant letter to Maria can
be found elsewhere in this newsletter.
Continued >

With the constant increase in
fuel prices, BSW can save you money
with your fuel bills.
Your local Heating and Renewable experts, keeping
Sussex warm for over 50 years!
•
•
•

Reduce your monthly energy bills
Reduce your greenhouse gas emissions
Claim the RHI – Renewable Heat Incentive
& receive tax-free cash payments for 7 years

To find out more, telephone:

www.bswenergy.co.uk
HV
*dependant on size and position of installation

PENFOLD SURFACING
PERMEABLE BLOCK PAVING • TARMAC
BITUMEN AND GRAVEL • RESIN BOUND

Tel: 0800 699 0522 • 07957 156467
www.penfoldsurfacing.co.uk
enquiries@penfoldsurfacing.co.uk
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CPRE are urging local residents to write to Maria
with their concerns as well. Please read this
additional article and as a Council we would
be most grateful if you could add your voice
by encouraging Maria (maria.caulfield.mp@
parliament.uk) to add her support to the
growing group of MPs who are concerned with
the way the emerging legislation is going.
It would also help if you could copy your views
to our District Councillor (roy.burman@lewes.
gov.uk) and our new County Councillor (cllr.
Matthew.Milligan@eastsussex.gov.uk). who
both work with Maria. Please let us know if you
do this so that we can gauge the strength of
feeling within the village. Be assured that NPC
are closely following the current situation and
proactively responding to our local Planning
Authority with a view to ensuring our views on
local planning issues are heard by them.
UPDATES ON CURRENT MAJOR NEWICK
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1. Woods Fruit Farm; There is still no further
news to impart about this application. The
Developer has twice applied to build up to 69
houses at this location and been refused by
LDC on both occasions. The NNP identified
Woods Fruit Farm as a site suitable for
development but the planning boundary and
the approved site related to a PART of the land
and not its totality, with a housing allocation to
it for 38 homes. Overall, the NNP for Newick as
a whole was required to provide an allocation
of at least 100 homes and this it did, however
adjacent to the Fruit Farm is the site of the
Old Telephone Exchange which is another
site covered in the NNP with an allocation for
30 homes. Your Parish Council believe that
accepting a considerable increase in numbers
by agreeing to development outside the
Planning Boundary to be unacceptable.
It would not only mean an overall significant
increase of additional houses in excess of
the required 100 (with these 2 sites alone
providing 99) but would potentially open the
flood-gates to other development outside the
Planning Boundary being approved.
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Furthermore, to permit 99 homes to be built
in adjacent locations on the entrance to the
Village would adversely impact both the visual
aspect approaching Newick as well as having a
detrimental effect on traffic with the need for
multiple exits in close proximity onto the A272.
The Developer has appealed both refusal
decisions and we are awaiting the outcome of
that process. It is possible that these might be
held virtually.
2. Old Telephone Exchange; This is the site
adjacent to the one above and where again a
Developer has applied to build more houses
than allocated to it within the NNP. In this case
it is for 32 homes instead of the 30 allotted. This
increase might not appear to be significant,
however the homes proposed do not use the
whole of the site allocation and thus further
applications would or could appear for it
subsequently. It also means that the increased
number contained within the smaller area
will provide a housing density greater than
accounted for in the NNP. Furthermore, the NNP
calls for housing to be not more than 2 storeys
high and this application calls for two blocks
of 3 storey apartments to be built alongside
the A272, at the Eastern entrance to the village
and adjacent to the Village Conservation area.
The Parish Council therefore objected to the
proposal and again we are waiting a decision
from Lewes Council. In a recent Chailey
application, the developer is seeking to go to
Appeal on the grounds that LDC have been
overly slow in reaching a decision on it. NPC
have written to LDC in an effort to ensure we
don’t have the same happen to the Telephone
Exchange application too.
So, in summary, whilst there may not have been
a huge number of individual development
applications over recent months, there has been
enough to keep us all occupied.
Councillor Brian Hodge
Chair of the Planning Committee

Jolly Gel saved our marriage

To find out how ask your
swimming pool shop.
Simple to use, even removes algae spores. Jolly Gel is the
only proven flocculent to work with sand, Zeoclere & glass.

www.mineralsi.com

High quality

of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

at a fair price

DOUBLE GLAZING

CARPENTRY

• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC,
aluminium and timber
• Service and repairs to your existing double
glazed windows (e.g. replacement of old misted
glass units, broken handles, hinges & locks)
• Re-trim & seal old windows
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full
replacement or cap over
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or
timber

• Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks,
handles, skirting etc
• Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat
pack furniture etc
• Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard
• Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden
decking etc
• Fit curtain poles and blinds
• Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone
• Install new kitchen units/doors

Ray
Wicker
DOUBLE GLAZING

All jobs considered - big or small
Please contact Ray Wicker:

M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk
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Planning applications
LW/20/0720 - 99 Allington Road. Erection of
a two-storey dwelling (Please note this was
incorrectly reported as being approved in the
last edition). Refused
LW/20/0842 - Land To The Rear Of Oldaker
Road. Planning Application - Erection of a 4-bed
detached dwelling with associated access and
on-site parking (resubmission of LW/18/0191)
for H Monteiro. Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0011 - 3 Bullsfield Cottages The Green
proposed timber frame Sussex Style detached
workshop/carport. Approved
LW/21/0033 - 36 High Hurst Close. Proposed
ground floor and first floor side extensions,
new front entrance. Approved
LW/21/0035 - Forest Lodge, Mill Lane.
Fletching Construction of a new double
bay garage, with an office space above and
associated access change. Approved
LW/21/0054 - Oxbottom House Tilehouse
Lane Newick Variation of Planning Condition
- Variation of condition 1 (plans) position of
approved porch moved 1.5m on front elevation,
existing front window removed and enlarged
Condition 5 (car port) - proposed car port design
complete in relation to planning approval
LW/19/0455 for Mr Gribbin. Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0058 - 11 Cricketfield. Proposed single
storey porch to the front elevation. Approved
LW/21/0064 – 24 Western Road. Proposed first
floor extension to side and rear of property
and internal. Approved
LW/21/0074 - 69 Church Road. Proposed
single storey extension from existing kitchen
to rear of the property. Refused
LW/21/0118 - 6 Church Road
Variation of Condition 1 (plans) to include
garage refurbishment and carport. Refused
LW/21/0119 - 6 Church Road Newick
Variation of Condition 1 (plans) to include
garage refurbishment and carport. Refused
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LW/21/0135/CD - Springfield The Green
Discharge Of Conditions Application - Discharge
of conditions 4 (materials) and 5 (landscaping)
in relation to planning approval LW/20/0164 for
Mr and Mrs Hendin. Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0153 - 99 Allington Road. Erection of a
2-storey, 3-bedroom dwelling (Resubmission
of refusal. Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0155 - 19 Oldaker Road.Single storey
front elevation. Approved
LW/21/0168 - 6 Church Road. Refurbish
existing garage to be used as workshop and
replace existing car port. Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0178 - 26 Western Road. Variation
of conditions 1 (plans) and 5 (materials) in
relation to planning. Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0182 - 30 High Hurst Close. Approval
LW/18/0332. Approved
LW/21/0189/CD - Springfield The Green
Discharge Of Conditions Application Discharge of conditions 4 (materials) and 5
(landscaping) in relation to Listed Building
Consent LW/20/0125. Awaiting Decision
LW/20/0774 - Sharpsbridge Farm
Sharpsbridge Lane. Demolition of existing
house and erection of new dwelling
(resubmission of Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0283 - Strawberry Cottage Jackies
Lane. Demolition of existing stables and
garden store, construction of new double.
Awaiting Decision
LW/21/0297 - The Corner House, Beechland,
Cornwalls Bank. Retrosctive application
for garden outbuilding to rear garden area
including timber decking. Awaiting Decision

Cooper & Son
Fuller & Scott
Funeral Directors
Cooper & Son Rose Cottage, 11 New Town,
Uckfield TN22 5DL | 01825 763 763
Fuller & Scott The Wakelyns, Civic Approach,
Uckfield TN22 1AJ | 01825 763 241

www.cpjfield.co.uk

WE HAVE MOVED

Because every life is unique
BOLNEY STOVES LTD
10 The Farmers Stores, Gatehouse Lane,
Goddards Green Hassocks,
West Sussex
BN6 9LE

56 years’ experience within the wood
burning stove industry

The Stockmans Building
(North Gate)
Ardingly Showground,
Selsfield Road, Ardingly
RH17 6TL

01444 413726
08000 475853

www.adamsgardenmachinery.org

Now the ONLY authorised
Morsø dealer
in East Sussex
Retail01444
or Trade 871815
Tel:
Sales Welcome
email: sales@bolneystoves.co.uk

www.bolneystoves.co.uk
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Environment & Recreation Committee
Taking care of the village environment.
What a wet and miserable start to the year.
A really dry April was followed by a grey and
wet May with low temperatures and heavy
showers... at least June started with some
warmer weather. Our natural environment
has struggled to work out what season we are
in and this clearly demonstrates that climate
change is affecting our weather patterns.
As we come out of yet another lockdown,
life in the village is resuming. Businesses are
open, clubs and societies are welcoming their
members back, please take the opportunity to
take part and make the most of all the social
and recreational activities that we have in the
village; try your hand at a new sport or pastime
and keep supporting our local businesses who
have supported us during this unprecedented
time.
Summer events are now being planned and I
am sure we will all value them even more this
year. However, we have to be mindful that
everything has to be flexible and may have
to change at the last minute, we are going to
have to live with this virus for some time to
come. Thankfully the excellent work of our
scientists and our wonderful NHS have given
us an effective vaccine.
Inspections of the play area on the King
George V playing field have raised some
issues with the micro-pore surface. The
trampoline is also showing signs of wear, so
we are monitoring these areas and obtaining
quotations to ensure that the area continues
to be safe to use.
Work on
maintaining the
village benches
was delayed, but
will hopefully have
been completed
by the time this
newsletter is
published.
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We are just beginning to plan our annual
inspections of the land and assets that the
Parish Council is responsible for- this includes
reviewing all facilities on the King George V
Playing Field; the Village Green and also all
the fingerposts. Taking care of our village
environment.
As the growing season is now is full force, we
appeal to everyone to ensure that their hedges
and any overhanging branches are cut back to
maximise the space on pavements for all users.
Our twittens and pathways have been well
used. Now that traffic is increasing again, so is
the demand for parking. We still receive many
complaints from residents about parking on
pavements, particularly on the village Green,
Church Road and Allington Road, and also on
verges on the Oldaker Road estate, please park
considerately.
Once all lockdown restrictions have been
removed, a village consultation day will be
held to review the Skateboard Ramp – similar
to the event we ran when the playground
equipment was replaced. We value your input
and opinions and will let you know as soon as
we are able to confirm a date. The skateboard
ramp is well used but is nearly 20 years old and
needs replacing.
A recent report from Greenpeace showed that
the UK is the second most polluting nation per
capita in the amount of plastic waste that we
produce. That’s world-leading in all the wrong
ways. Our village handyman does a wonderful
job of collecting litter on the playing fields
and near the centre of the village. However,
litter is an increasing problem and the Council
have recently invested in some litter-picking
equipment which has been used during the
recent Keep Britain Tidy National Spring Clean
event, and will be used in future local events.
It is available for loan and can be obtained by
contacting us.
Councillor Melanie Thew
Chair of Environment and Recreation Committee
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Want the
best lawn ever?

Pippingford Manor
Business Community

Situated in the heart of the Ashdown Forest

per treatment

What we do:
As lawn care
experts we apply
bespoke, seasonal
treatments to
keep your lawn
continually
nourished and
weed free.
Whatever the size
or condition, we
ensure that every
lawn receives the
love and attention
it deserves

• 1 & 2 Person Offices
• Larger units available
• High Speed Fibre Broadband
• Ample On-Site Car Parking
• Business Meeting Rooms*
• Stunning location

Find out more and visit
greenthumb.co.uk/
treatments

For a FREE lawn analysis
email haywardsheath@greenthumb.co.uk
greenthumb.co.uk

* Business Meeting Rooms are available by the hour.

For further details contact:
Email: info@pippingford.co.uk or call 01825 712966

The only call you ever
need to make for:
• Heating and Plumbing
• Oil Heating Systems and Tanks
• Installation, Repair & Maintenance
• All Boiler Types & Heating Systems
• Renewable Energy & Solar

10% DISCOUNT
on service and breakdown visits

Quote NEWICK10

EXPERT & RELIABLE
Your Local Family Run Business, serving our community for over 35 years.

For a FREE quote call:

01825 891720

paynes-heating.co.uk | sales@paynes-heating.co.uk
Oak Tree Barn, Blackboys East Sussex TN22 5JL
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From the District Councillor
It is again a mixed time full of hope and fear.
We hope for a greater freedom and return to
normality as our vaccinations start to really
control the number and severity of Covid
infections, but we also worry about the new
variants and whether this makes us all at risk
again and having to postpone the end of
restrictions.
It is of course but a reflection of reality nothing is truly black or white nor really
right or wrong. We must go forward in hope
whilst keeping a watchful eye on problems,
whether unforeseen or anticipated, coming
out to disturb our plans. Good management
of our personal lives and good government
at all levels local, regional, national and
international, must be both resolute and
yet flexible enough to accept change when
circumstances change.
We should not criticise when such changes
are made but recognise they are for the best
interests of all of us. I have a heartfelt hope
that we will be released from Covid restraints
very soon and we will have the disease under
control. Yet I must not let my heart rule my
head and must accept the possibility that it
will be postponed and I must take action to
support such a necessary move. In all of this
there are two certainties, the first is we will
come through it, and the second that we
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all have an obligation to be vaccinated and
continue to follow the rules, not so much to
protect ourselves which it does, but more to
protect others in our community.
There has been some debate about people,
particularly younger ones, not needing the
vaccination or to be subject to controls,
because they are not at any real risk; but this
misses the vital point, that although they may
not catch or suffer from covid themselves,
definitely they can spread it to others who may
well really suffer.
Another matter that has a similar two way
hope and fear is the changes coming to our
planning system and our new local plan.
Please feel free to tell me and all the council
of your views and expectations so they can
be kept at work of protecting us. I know that
our Parish Council feels very strongly about
this and is presenting our views forcefully
whenever they can. Now let us go out and
enjoy the English summer.
Best Wishes
Roy Burman
Lewes District councillor for Newick
royburman@lewes.gov.uk 07711446625

From the County Councillor
This is my first column in the Newick Parish Magazine as your
newly elected East Sussex County Councillor and I just wanted to
take the opportunity to introduce myself to those of you who I did
not get to meet on the campaign trail.
My name is Matthew Milligan and in May
2021 I became the new East Sussex County
Councillor for the Chailey Division which
includes the parishes of Newick, Chailey,
Wivelsfield, Barcombe, Hamsey and East
Chiltington.
I became your new councillor after the
previous County Councillor, Jim Sheppard,
retired after many years of serving you on the
council and I want to thank Jim for all his hard
work and I will work very hard to continue the
great work he did on the council.
I want to ensure that our area is well
represented on the County Council and that
we get our fair share of the investment that
is going into roads and improved public
transport. I will be fighting our corner on the
council but please do not hesitate to contact
me if there are issues you would like me to
raise with the council or to help with.
I can be contacted by email at:
cllr.matthew.milligan@eastsussex.gov.uk
or by phone 07537 126480.

HARDWOOD

LOGS
Bulk- Kindling-Log Sacks
FREE local delivery
Call Jamie Russell on:
T: 01323 842568
M: 07977 630711

01342 824181

www.dmcpartnership.com | info@dmcpartnership.com
A friendly firm specialising in owner managed and
family run businesses. Full tax and accounting
services including;
• Accounts preparation
• Payroll services
• Personal tax returns
• Capital gains and retirement planning
• Accounting software support
• Assistance with business start ups
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An update from
Newick CE Primary School
Our school community has spent the past year raising money to
improve the outdoor play area for the children.
It has been quite a big job as the old
equipment had to be taken away and a new
rubber surface installed. The children had to
make decisions about the overall design and
perhaps unsurprisingly, they opted for the
most expensive which meant slightly more
fundraising.
It was an absolute joy to see the children’s
faces when the equipment was finally ready
and after months of poor weather and limited
opportunities for climbing, the children have
made ample use of the climbing frames to
improve their fitness.
Some of you may have noticed that we have a
new flag flying at the front of the school. The
school council have asked me to include the
following information.
We decided we
wanted to create a
new flag for the front
of our school. We
initially made a design
and worked together
and collaborated our
ideas in a first draft.
We then presented our
ideas to Miss Alty. We
telephoned a company
with key questions
we wanted the answers to and found out
important information such as costs and lead
times. We are really proud of our final design
and hope you enjoy it too.

Finally, we are looking forward to all of our
summer activities including Sports Day and
the Year 6 production that can take place when
the last restrictions are eased.
Natalie Alty, Head Teacher

Worried about

Inheritance Tax?

Ask the experts Your trusted local advisers
Call Newick resident
Victoria Ward on
01273 921990 or
email
vward@sowm.co.uk
for all your financial
planning needs

Newick School took part in the Census Day
2021 and children from each year group
learnt about the reasons for a census. They
then conducted gathered their own data and
presented it to their class.

•
•
•
•

The children found the whole process very
interesting and we sent our research to the
official Census 21 organisers. We then received
a certificate of distinction for our efforts.

www.sowm.co.uk
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Investments
Pensions
Inheritance Tax Planning
Long Term Care

Newick Pre-School – All about us
At Newick Pre-School we feel we are very much a part of the
village and we welcome children aged 2-5 years.
At Newick Pre-School the children can learn
through play and make friends before starting
school. We follow a curriculum to cover all
learning areas whilst providing a safe and
caring environment. We have been rated
OFSTED OUTSTANDING in November 2011,
October 2015 and recently in November 2019.
The Pre-School is term time only for children
aged 2 years and over, open Monday to Friday.
Our session times are, Morning session - 9am
- 12.30pm, Afternoon session - 12.30pm - 3pm
or all day - 9am - 3pm. We accept universal
and extended (30hr) funding. We also accept
2 year old funding. With spaces still available
this is the perfect place for children to make
friends and enjoy learning through play. To
arrange a visit please contact the manager,
Katy at newickpreschool@hotmail.co.uk or
on 07788 603633.
RECENT NEWS AND UPDATES
April 2021 – Easter Egg Trail – The children
and their families went on a trail around the
village, finding 10 colourful Easter Eggs. Thank
you to everyone that participated in our Easter
event. We raised a total of £213.25. Thank you
to everyone that supported this event.
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This term the children have been planting
beans, flowers and sunflowers outside the
front of the Pre-School. They have been
watering them and watching them grow.
At the end of the summer term, we are
planning on holding a Graduation picnic for all
the children going to big school. This will be
a lovely opportunity for us all to get together
and wish the children well on their next
adventures.
In September we are looking forward to
welcoming back our families and also
welcoming some new families and children
to the Pre-School. In the Autumn we are
planning some exciting events through the
support of our new committee team.
We currently have some availability from
September 2021. For more information call
07788 603633, email newickpreschool@
hotmail.co.uk or visit www.newickpreschool.
co.uk. We also have a Facebook page where
you can keep up to date with Newick PreSchool news.

ONLINE
COURSES
AVAILABLE

Come and join our creative and
friendly art classes at Artspace Circle
Autumn Course 16th September
til 16th December
3 hour classes 10am-1pm & 2pm- 5pm
All levels welcome
Experienced Tutor/Artist Illustrator
Materials supplied
Online Classes 17th September
til 17th December

07745 777110

Free next day collection
and delivery service now
available in your area
20% introductory discount

Please quote ‘BELL WALK 20’ with your first order

Our services include:
Hand Finished • Duvets
Curtains • Wedding Dresses
Laundry • Leather & Suede
Shirt Service • Same Day
Alterations & Repairs
Collection & Delivery

sheena.artspacecircle@gmail.com
sian.artspacecircle@gmail.com

5 Bell Walk, Uckfield, TN22 5DQ
Telephone: 01825 769749
Email: hello@bellwalkdrycleaners.co.uk

Chailey Village Hall, South St., BN8 4BE

TAILORED HOME INSURANCE
RIGHT DOWN TO THE FINEST DETAIL
For high-value properties and contents, including valuables, fine art
and collections, choose NFU Mutual Bespoke home insurance.

To discuss your high-value home insurance,
call Haywards Heath agency on
01444 891573
or search NFU Mutual Bespoke

A G Streeter & J M Cowans is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).
Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation
Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A Member of the Association of British
Insurers.
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An update from Maria Caulfield
I welcomed the news recently that between that 24th and 27th May,
litter removal along the westbound carriageway of the A27 took place.
This comes after meetings with the local
councils and Highways England, during which
I, along with other local representatives,
lobbied strongly for local residents to ensure
that the litter was removed.
Highways street cleansing crews were
deployed over these four nights to remove as
much litter as possible from the westbound
side. It is hoped that litter removal on the
eastbound side of the carriageway will be
addressed in late June.
Once the work has been completed in each
area, roadside communication encouraging
motorists to “Keep the A27 Clean” by taking
their rubbish home with them and ensuring
their cargos are safely secured will be installed.
Residents have been contacting me all year
about the state of our roads and how bad it
looks for visitors. It is really welcome news
that this is finally being tackled and we all look
forward to our roadsides being cleaner.
I know that large scale housing developments
are of great concern to local residents around
the constituency and I am pleased to say
that recently both Caroline Ansell, the MP for
Eastbourne, and I called in the Mornings Mill
and Hindsland developments in Willingdon
near Polegate.

Most people accept that new housing
is needed, but this site is simply not an
acceptable location, especially for the number
of housing units proposed. Across Polegate,
Willingdon and many other areas in the South
of Wealden we have seen vast new housing
developments over the last few years, so we
are more than taking our fair share.
I am continuing to oppose the North Barnes
Farm development in East Chiltington which is
being proposed by Eton College. I am working
with local campaign group Don’t Urbanise
the Downs on this, and I will be calling this
in with the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government when a
planning application comes forward.
The Lewes to Uckfield line has been closed
for decades and there have been many
attempts to re open it. We have made what
many now consider a final bid to get it
open.
I have been working with local MPs and
councillors from across the South East
submitting a bid as part of the Restoring Your
Railway (RYR) Programme. This programme
funds 75% of costs, up to £50,000, of
successful bids to help fund transport and
economic studies and create a business case
to reinstate 7 miles of former railway line
between Lewes and Uckfield, as part of a
Brighton Mainline 2 project.
Brighton Mainline 2 would transform the
movement of people and freight across
Sussex and Kent, covering a population of
approximately 705,626 people. The area is
currently poorly served by rail mainline access
with either single track branch lines or lines in
need of third rail electrification.
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As a result, many residents in Lewes are
dependent on car usage to travel. With no
motorway and little dual carriageway in the
area, congestion, emissions, air pollution
and delays are high. This project would
significantly reduce car and HGV usage as part
of the Governments’ net zero carbon emissions
target.
The scheme aims to firstly reopen the Lewes
to Uckfield line (closed in 1969) and the
Tunbridge Wells Central and Eridge (closed in
1985) and Ashurst Triangle (closed in 1969),
thereby linking Kent and Sussex as two
strategic parts of the South East by rail.
The Lewes to Uckfield line, as a seven-mile
missing link, would provide new direct routes
from Eastbourne, Seaford & Newhaven,
putting some towns on a mainline for the first
time since these lines were closed decades
ago.

The transport problems this scheme would
work to solve are to increase rail capacity
across Sussex and Kent in an area that has,
according to current train operators reached
capacity, as well as provide an alternative rail
main line option for residents on the current
Brighton Main Line so that if the current line
fails, needs repair or experiences an incident
that rail services can continue for passengers.
It would expand public transport options
for residents across Sussex and Kent where
the lack of a commercially viable bus service
means rail is the only solution, meet the net
zero carbon targets by taking cars off the road,
and boost tourism to seaside resorts and the
South Downs National Park by improving
connectivity. We will find out this Summer if
our bid has been successful.
maria.caulfield.mp@parliament.uk

Pressure Washing Service
07872 170586
pete@pmfservices.co.uk

www.pmfservices.co.uk

To advertise please call
01843 523030
or email
info@communityad.co.uk
Surface Cleaning
Driveways and Patios
Solar Panels
Weatherboard/Cladding
Fascias/Soffits
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Clubs and societies
Chailey and Newick Colts Football Club
Lindsey Rodgers
chaileyandnewickcolts@gmail.com 		
www.chaileyandnewickcoltsfc.webs.com
Newick Country Market
Joy Slipper- 01825 722907
joy_slipper@hotmail.com
Newick Football Club
Pat Furzer - 07964073132 | p.furzer@aol.com
Newick Horticultural Society
Jenny Walton - 01825 724295
eric.walton4@btopenworld.com
www.newickhorticultural.co.uk
NEASSA – Newick Emergency & Armed
Services Support Association
Ashley Stockwell - 07941010157
hello@NEASSA.org | www.NEASSA.org
Newick Allotment Society
newick.allotments@gmail.com
www.e-voice.org.uk/nas/
Newick Cinema - Mike Berry - 01825 723392
newickcinemail@outlook.com
Chailey Repair Cafe
Bryan McAlley - chaileyrc@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/RepairCafe.org
Newick Twinning Association
Andy Wilson - 01825 724223
enquiries@newick-twinning.org.uk
www.newick-twinning.org.uk
Newick Green W.I - Joy Slipper - 01825 722907
joy_slipper@hotmail.com
Chailey and Newick Painting Group
Lindsey M. Ashworth - 01444 831229
lindsey-ashworth@outlook.com
www.chaileyandnewickpaintinggroup.com
Solo Friends - Ian Reekie - 01825 722957
ianreekie24@gmail.com
Newick Table Tennis
Anthony Mayes - 01825 722404
amayestony@gmail.com |
www.newickttc.yolasite.com
Newick Bowls Club - Peter Carter - 01273 205139
secretary@bowlsnewick.co.uk
www.bowlsnewick.co.uk
Newick Lawn Tennis Club
Jenny Smerdon - 07801 437755
jennysmerdon@gmail.com | www.newickltc.org

Lewes Windmill District Trefoil Guild
Linda Samson - 01825 723171
linda.samson@btinternet.com
Girlguiding Lewes Windmill District
Terie Galpin - 0728699881
terie.galpin@outlook.com | girlguiding.org.uk
Newick Amateur Dramatic Society (NADS)
Barbara Bone - 01825 722359
barbarabone986@gmail.com | newickdrama.org
Newick Stoolball Club
Gill Hemsley - 01825 722081
newickstoolball@gmail.com
Newick Badminton Club
Christine Howard - 01825 769502
christinehowardlee@gmail.com
newickbadmintonclub.com
Newick Bonfire Society
Sue Holman Williams - 01825 723699
sueholman26@hotmail.co.uk
Newick Rugby Football Club
mail@newickrfc.com | www.newickrfc.com
Stitchers of Newick
Marilyn Williscroft – 01825 722705
Newick Cricket Club
Membership Secretary – Daphne Strachan
01825 722928 | newickccmembership@hotmail.com
www.newick.play-cricket.com
COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
The Lady Vernon Educational Foundation Trust
Mrs. Linda M. Farmer Clerk/Trustee
01825 722061 | linda.farmer.1@btinternet.com
Newick Distress Trust
Geoff Clinton - 01825 722512
HALLS FOR HIRE
Newick Community Centre - bookings
Newickcommunitycentre@gmail.com
www.newick.net/community-centre/
Newick Sports Pavilion - Bookings
Bookings Secretary - 01825 722135
pavilion.newick@gmail.com
www.newicksportspavilion.org.uk
Newick Village Hall
Anne Roper - 07377 872469
newickvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk | www.newick.net
The Barn Centre, St. Mary’s Church
Sue Balloch - 01825 722801/07747630657
sueballoch@btconnect.com | newickchurch.org
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If your organisation has not been listed on here and you would
like it to be, please email the Parish Clerk at:
newickpc@newick.net

Newick Lawn Tennis Club
The club is situated in Blind Lane, off Church Road, a very
picturesque part of the village. Players can be playing tennis while
hearing the church bells, horses trotting along the lane and sheep
grazing in the adjacent field. Truly delightful!
Tennis has been in existence in some form or
other for about 100 years. Our minute books
go back to 1934, but we know that Newick
residents had formed a group before then to
play the game of tennis on private grass courts.
The Club was not formed until later when two
grass courts were put in on Hunters Farm and
the club leased this land from the farmer.
The two grass courts and a small wooden
pavilion remained in situ until the 1980s. The
grass was lovely to play on and very kind to
your knees, but they did provide for some
unpredictable bounces and winning shots
were the order of the day when a daisy or an
uneven bit of ground was found and the ball
shot off at right angles!!
All good fun but slightly frustrating for the
better tennis players.
Play was only possible during dry days in the
months of May through to September, and
usually in the afternoons when the grass had
dried out!
Afternoon teas of cucumber sandwiches and
cake, quintessentially english, were enjoyed
every Sunday afternoon when the weather
allowed.
When ownership of Hunters Farm changed
the club found itself with landlords who liked
the game of tennis and offered more land to
enable the building of the first ‘hard court’ and
allowing all weather play!
The club continued for a while to play on
the three courts, until one day we found that
Moley and his friends had been very busy and
completely ruined one of the grass courts!
The decision was made to replace the grass
courts with two more all weather ones and the
fundraising began.
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The monies were sorted and the project
was about to go ahead when the owners
announced they were selling up and moving
away. We were offered the Freehold at ten
times the annual rent, so the members jumped
at the opportunity to secure the club’s future,
but it meant using some of our capital and
shelving the new court project for a year.
By the mid 1980s the club had three hard
courts and by 2000 a new club house. Flood
lights on the double court were added 5 years
later. During the first lockdown in 2020 we
went ahead and put flood lights on the third
court.
The club saw an increase in membership
during the pandemic as people wanted to get
outside and do something different. Tennis
offered just that and we were lucky to be one
of the first village clubs to be ‘unlocked’ and so
provide recreational sport when it was needed
most.
We have an exciting Junior program and work
alongside Le Tennis at Maresfield to provide
coaching on Saturday mornings for 32 young
people aged 5-16 years.Training squads are
offered at Maresfield and Junior Tennis Camps
have been run during the Easter and the May
Half Term Holidays. The next camp is on for
the week beginning 2nd August 9am -1pm for
9-16 year olds.
Newick School children from years 3,4,5 and 6
use all three courts on a Wednesday afternoon
and this coaching program has been running
for almost 20 years. We hope these young
people will be the future of the club.
We play friendly matches with other clubs in
the local area and field two ladies and one
men’s team in the Sussex League.

Coaching programs are offered to those ‘new
or rusty’ to the game and to groups who want
to improve.
We all want to return to some sort of normality
soon and get back to playing more social
tennis and tournaments, as well as hosting our
BBQs and social club nights on Wednesday
evenings.
If you have never walked down Blind Lane, do
come along and take a look. You will be most
welcome.
It is a great facility in a beautiful setting.
Please visit the website www.newickltc.org
for more details if you fancy giving tennis a go!
Jenny Smerdon
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Newick Neighbourhood Watch
The great washing machine theft has neighbourhood watch coordinator in a spin and leaves local scrap metal dealer bereft.
Last week, audacious thieves lifted a washing
machine from the grass verge in The Rough
and made a clean getaway. Our neighbours
across the road had dragged their defunct
washing machine to the edge of the road
for the local scrap dealer to collect in the
afternoon. During the morning I paused from
reading the paper when a white van stopped
across the road and the back doors opened
briefly, closed again and then drove off. When
I looked out of the window the washing
machine had gone. I didn’t think anymore of it
until the scrap dealer arrived in the afternoon
looking bemused. Total estimated value of the
item £5.
We keep being warned about dodgy builders
conning older people out of their savings and
this nearly happened recently to someone
living in the village. If it hadn’t been for
their neighbour stepping in they might well
have had some unnecessary work done for
an excessive sum. Please continue to help
and don’t be afraid to ask if everything is
OK. Remember there is a list of reputable
tradesmen in this newsletter that are willing
to give advice and estimates if you think you
need some work done.
The telephone and media scams continue to
blight our lives. There is not a week goes by
that I don’t get a telephone call saying that
my internet connection is going to be cut off,
or I am going to be arrested for a fraud that
has happened with my National Insurance
Number, or a courier firm telling me that I need
to pay them to get my goods released. Also
watch out for the text or email that asks you
to update your personal or bank details. Don’t
answer it.
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By all means login to your account in the
normal manner and update your details if
necessary if your circumstances have changed.
Always remember, they want your money
or personal details to commit fraud. Don’t
react to them put the phone down and
don’t answer their texts or emails. There are
dedicated government agencies that are
trying hard to stop these frauds but their
resources are limited.
To end on a brighter note, this is a great village
to live in with a low crime rate, just be alert
and love thy neighbour.
Kind regards
Councillor David Marchant MBE
Newick Neighbourhood Watch group coordinator

Repair Café - Chailey
Chailey Repair Cafe are delighted to announce that we have
reopened at our new base in St Peter’s Church Chailey, on the
A275 at Chailey Green and will be there on the second Saturday of
each month as usual between 1000hrs and 1300hrs.
This first face to face Repair Café on Saturday
12th June between 1000-1300hrs is for “drop
off” repairs. You’ll be able to talk through the
problem with one of the team. Unless it really
is a “quick fix” we’ll take the repair away and
let you know when it’s ready for collection
from the volunteer’s home.
Regretfully, until all the Government
restrictions are lifted, we are unable to offer
a café facility on June 12th. We hope normal
service – with our legendary cakes! - will
resume when we reopen fully on 10th July –
watch this space!
Meanwhile we want to thank the nearly 400
people who have entrusted their repairs to us
over the past year. Your incredible generosity
has enabled us to fund equipment for our new
base at St Peter’s.
Please don’t leave items for repair at the
Church when we are not there!! Come and
see us when we are open, or contact us at
chaileyrc@gmail.com and we’ll see what we
can do to help.
See you very soon!!
Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Café
team

To advertise please call
01843 523030
or email
info@communityad.co.uk
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Lewes District Citizens Advice
Does this sound familiar?
My energy bill really shot up. I’ve tried to
contact my energy supplier for support, but
no one ever seems to answer the phone or
respond to my emails.

How to find a reliable builder

It’s normal for your energy bills to change
throughout the year depending on how much
gas and electricity you’re using. But if your
bills seem strangely high, it’s important to
investigate why.

•F
 ind a Trading Standards ‘approved trader’
- use the internet to search for a local trader
or the Government’s approved trader scheme
TrustMark.
• Get references or recommendations - Ask
the person for examples of work they’ve
carried out. Avoid contractors who won’t give
references.
• Are they a current member of a trade
body? - trade bodies have codes of practice
and can help resolve problems. Ask who
they’re registered with and check their
website.
• Only use certified traders for gas and
electrics - Check the Gas Safe Register for a
list of traders and use a registered electrician
who can certify their own work. When you’re
having a kitchen fitted, check whether they
will be doing the electrical or gas work
themselves. If not, check whether that person
is registered.
•A
 written quote - A quote is legally binding
and the builder can’t change it without
good reason. Compare quotes from several
contractors to check the cost.
•A
 written contract - covering everything
you’re paying for and agreed.
• Payments - pay in stages not upfront. Pay by
card, this affords you protection if something
goes wrong.
• Keep - receipts, contracts, and photos of any
problems.

Firstly, check your meter is working properly
and your usage has definitely not gone up.
Check when you’re using night storage or
immersion heaters, these can cause very high
bills if used incorrectly.
It could be that your bill is an estimate, you
might need to give your supplier a new meter
reading. Check your last meter reading to see if
it matches the one on your bill. If you still don’t
have an answer, your supplier might have
raised their prices.
Customer Service varies between suppliers;
we hear of many bad experiences. If you’re
struggling to get through to them, make a
formal complaint. We offer advice on how to
do this. We publish a comparison table every
three months which rates suppliers’ customer
service, based on things like telephone wait
time, email response time and the accuracy of
their bills.
If you’d like to talk it through with someone
contact your nearest Citizens Advice for
support or the consumer helpline.
Citizens Advice Helplines
• Adviceline call 0808 278 7892 MondayFriday 9am to 5pm.
• Email advice www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
• Chat online to an advisor on our website
citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us.
• Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133
• Universal Credit Help to Claim line
0800 1448444.
www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk
Contact : Jackie Wilkes: 01273 007556
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If you take advantage of the warmer weather
to improve our homes here are some steps you
should take when choosing a trader:

If you have a problem with a contractor, call
the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 0808
223 1133.

Your Parish Council
Your Parish Councillors

Mr Chris Armitage (Chair)
Mr Brian Hodge
Mr David Marchant (Chair of Finance & General Purposes Committee)
Mrs Victoria Marchant
Mr Alan Sippetts
Mrs Melanie Thew (Chair of Environment & Recreation Committee)
Mrs Bronja Whitlock
Mr Tom Whitlock
Mrs Cathy Wickens (Vice Chair)
Mr Ken Wrench
Mrs Emma Reece
Your Parish Council Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
m 07521 511643 k newickpc@newick.net 1 newick.net

Your District Councillor

Mr Roy Burman
m 01273 256156 k Roy.Burman@lewes.gov.uk

Your County Councillor

Matthew Milligan
m 07537 126480 k cllr.matthew.milligan@eastsussex.gov.uk

A local and affordable service
to transform your garden.

& Tree surgery

All aspects of fencing and repairs,
tree surgery, hedge cutting
and garden clearance
Please call Ollie for a FREE quote

07811340112
odeb0908@gmail.com
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Community Funding
There are two sources of funding available for the benefit of the
community.
Grants
The Parish Council will include within its
annual budget an amount to be awarded
in grants to local organisations which can
demonstrate a need for financial support
either towards day to day running costs or for
a specific project. Any organisation applying
for a grant from the Parish Council must be
able to show that its activities provide a service
for and/or bring about an improvement in the
quality of life or the environment for residents
of the parish. Grants will not be awarded to
commercial organisations, political parties,
or groups whose funds are redistributed by a
central headquarters. The Parish Council will
record the power under which each grant has
been awarded (e.g. S.137 Local Government
Act 1972). Previous grants have included
monies towards the replacement flooring at
the Sports Pavilion, a donation towards a new
library at the Primary School, a donation to the
Air Ambulance service and monies to support
Newick’s Lunch Club and Shimmy and Shake.
How to apply for a grant?
Applications should be made on the
Parish Council’s grant application form
which is available on from the Parish Clerk.
Applications will be accepted at any time.
Additional information required
Organisations must submit with the
application form a copy of their last year’s
completed accounts.
When will grants be awarded?
Applications will be considered at the Parish
Council meeting following receipt and, if funds
are available and the application is approved,
payments will be made as soon as possible
after the meeting. Applicants are invited to
attend the meeting at which their application
will be considered.
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Community Infrastructure Levy
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a
charge which can be levied by local authorities
on new development in their area. It is an
important tool for local authorities to use to
help them deliver the infrastructure needed
to support development in their area. The levy
only applies in areas where a local authority
has consulted on, and approved, a charging
schedule which sets out its levy rates and
has published the schedule on its website.
Most new development which creates net
additional floor space of 100 square metres or
more, or creates a new dwelling, is potentially
liable for the levy.
Some developments may be eligible for relief
or exemption from the levy. This includes
residential annexes and extensions.
Lewes District Council passes on 25% of
the monies to Newick Parish Council as a
neighbourhood portion. This money can
be spent on addressing the demands that
development places on the parish’s area and
there are specific laws on what the money can
and cannot be spent on. Examples of recent
spending in Newick include the speedgun for
Newick Speedwatch, a full set of community
litterpicking equipment and renovation/repair
of the benches in the village.
If you have an idea or project that you feel
would improve the infrastructure of Newick
please contact the Clerk at
newickpc@newick.net.

Meet Harry - The TALK of Newick Talk
Newick Talk has been abuzz this year with, well - talk about me.
I have been honoured to bring a bit of joy and
connection to our lovely community during
the lockdown. My adventures have been well
documented and everyone seems to have
an opinion about me. I have been described
as large (I am pushing 7kgs), laid back and
handsome (your words not mine!). So you
might have heard of me. Harry, a noble Maine
Coon. I live on Allington Road but I tend to hang
out in the Church Road area catching mice and
awaiting adoration from my many fans.

Whilst we are talking of good looks, those
lucky enough to have met me in person will
have admired my glorious coat. Unfortunately,
when my fur gets wet it has a mind of its own.
It twists and mats which really hurts. It has
caused a bald patch on my side which the
vet described as a fur malfunction. One of
my humans now has to brush me after I have
been in the rain but I’m not sure I have time for
this intensive grooming when I could be out
chasing mice.

I live with my 5 humans, a canine and my
brother Ronnie. Ronnie is a ginger maine coon
and prefers the stomping ground of the school
or park. He particularly likes to join the cricket or
a PE lesson.

So next time you are out and about near the
Churchyard, going for a walk or trying to play
tennis and you see a large, long furred feline
wave hi.

I am a free spirit. who loves to roam across the
village and met as many people as possible. I
am a man of routine, I can often be found on a
Saturday morning at the Tennis Courts in Blind
Lane. If I plan my position pretty carefully I can
stop a match and be physically removed from
the court. I know the players are secretly relieved
for a bit of time out to get their breath back.
I met a tabby cat last week who sought my
advice and wisdom on how to ensure your
humans appreciate you. Personally, I find that if
I disappear just long enough to start worrying
them, then they appreciate you more when you
return. Extra points for waiting until they put an
appeal on Facebook, saunter home non-plussed
so it makes them look neurotic.
The reason I was giving my humans a wide
birth was that I was having a ‘fur malfunction’
(more on that later) and one of my humans
posted on Facebook that they wanted to have
a little look at me to make sure I was all right. I
however am no fool. This means I am off to the
vets for a clip and comb. Imagine my surprise
early one morning when I was apprehended
by two MAMIL (middle-aged men in lycra) who
kidnapped me to return me home. The best
part was they had to carry me whilst riding
their bikes! Not many cats get to say they have
been on a bicycle. I styled it out looking as
nonchalant as possible - I do have a reputation
to upkeep and being returned home after a
few nights out is never a good look.
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The Countryside Charity
For several years new development in Lewes has been largely in
accordance with the 2016 Local Plan and its accompanying suite of
Neighbourhood Plans.
A series of land speculation companies
have seen their applications for unallocated
countryside sites refused and their appeals
dismissed, which has discouraged others from
applying. At the same time the greenfield sites
in the Low Weald allocated in the Local Plan
have been speedily delivered, but the large
brownfield sites in the centres of Lewes and
Newhaven have failed to come forward.
However, the 2018 and 2019 changes in the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
have finally caught up with the District. The
2016 Local Plan, designed to last to 2030, is
now to be declared ‘out of date’. The stretching
target of 345 new homes per year, just about
met in recent years, is thereby replaced by
an unachievable 800 a year. This is due to the
operation of the ‘standard method’ in which
an arbitrary initial target of 500 houses a year
(based on obsolete 2014-based household
projections) is multiplied up by an ‘affordability
factor’ of 1.6 to give 800 houses a year. The
effect of the ‘affordability factor’ is not to reduce
house prices, but to focus development in
those parts of the country, like Sussex, where
prices are highest, and developers can achieve
the greatest windfall profits. The developers
are thus now circling the villages of the Lewes
District Low Weald in expectation of planning
permissions. One proposal, sponsored by Eton
College, is for a vast new commuter estate
of 3,000 houses to be located on unspoiled
countryside just below the Downs, between
Plumpton and South Chailey. The recent ‘call
for sites’ that is an early stage in the Local Plan
review saw another Low Weald village receive
bids from over 40 developers that would, if all
approved, grow the community to well above
the size of Newhaven.
The government in public says all the right
things – that brownfield sites should be used
for development first, and most new housing
located in urban centres where residents have
a good choice of public transport, so private car
transport and thus climate change would be
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minimised. There are however no easy windfall
profits from brownfield sites. Moreover, the
actual detailed policies now included in the
NPPF ensure exactly the opposite outcome,
focusing new development on profitable cardependent sites in the countryside.
CPRE Lewes met with Maria Caulfied MP earlier
this month to raise these concerns. The letter
below summarises our discussions:
Dr John Kay, Lewes District Group
Letter to Maria Caulfield MP by email: May
2021
Dear Maria Caulfield MP,
The Lewes Local Plan and Wider Planning
Reforms
Thank you very much for making the time to
meet with representatives from CPRE Lewes on
Monday 10th May 2021. We are heartened that
you fully support the wishes of local people for
a planning system that creates thriving places,
tackles the climate emergency and ensures the
protection of our valued green spaces.
In particular we are pleased to hear that you
agree:
1. The Housing Delivery Test should be
abolished. As you quite rightly highlighted,
there are sites in Lewes with planning
permission that lie idle (such as Lewes
North Street and Newhaven Marina) whilst
unsustainable greenfield applications
escalate. The housing delivery test does
nothing to tackle this and only exacerbates
the problem.
2. The assessment of local housing needs should
be based on the most up-to-date evidence
available. The Dec 2020 MHCLG instructions
for assessing housing need for use in the
“standard method” ignored both the 2020
assessment (based on 2018 data) and the 2018
assessment (based on 2016 data). Instead, it
insisted on the use of the 2016 assessment
(based on 2014 data), even though this
particular assessment is now known to have
been a substantial over-estimate.

The requirement to review Local Plans
should be aligned with the practicalities of
the required Local Plan Review process and
that Local Plans should deliver types of new
housing to match the identified need, as well
as the total number. You may have seen the
reaction of CPRE to the Queen’s speech on
Tuesday.

Kia Trainor Director, CPRE Sussex
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CPRE Sussex does share the concerns which
were voiced by Theresa May during the debate
following the speech: 4.33 pm Mrs Theresa
May (Maidenhead) (Con): ‘Underpinning the
proposals seems to be the concept that the
reason more homes are not being built is
the planning system. In fact, the last figure I
saw from the Local Government Association
showed that 1 million homes have been
given planning permission but have yet to
be built, so the issue is not just about the
planning system. A key issue in the White
Paper proposals was the division of the area of
a local authority into three different areas—we
read that this may now be two: of growth
and protection. In the growth area, outline
planning permission was automatically to be
given to developers…. I think my Hon. Friend
felt that the proposal would bring greater local
involvement. In fact, the White Paper proposals
would bring less local involvement. They
would reduce local democracy, remove the
opportunity for local people to comment on
specific developments, and remove the ability
of local authorities to set development policies
locally. I think the White Paper proposals

Unfortunately, we did not have time to discuss
in detail how wildlife recovery and people’s
easy access to nature can be at the heart of
planning reform. The Planning Bill must align
seamlessly with the requirements of the
Environment Act, particularly Nature Recovery
Strategies and Mandatory Biodiversity Net
Gain. We would be happy to talk to you in
more detail about this, with representatives
from the Sussex Wildlife Trust, at a future date.
Yours sincerely,

Dry Cleaning
Laundry

Repairs & Alterations
Suits &
jackets

Curtains
& covers

Rugs &
throws

£5

Pillows
& duvets

OFF

as available

All the above measures could be addressed
before the Planning Bill, announced in the
Queen’s speech on Tuesday, is enacted. It
is important that these changes are made
urgently to prevent the rapidly unfolding and
very unpopular planning wrangles underway
in Lewes District. In addition to these urgent
changes to the current planning system, we
are also very glad that you support our final
‘ask’ which could be delivered as part of future
planning reforms.

would also lead to fewer affordable homes,
because they hand developers a get-out
clause. We need more homes to be built. We
need the right homes to be built in the right
places. I fear that, unless the Government look
again at the White Paper proposals, what we
will see is not more homes, but, potentially, the
wrong homes being built in the wrong places’.

†

3. The “affordability factor” should be removed
from the process of assessing housing
need/the standard method as this increases
housing targets in the most profitable
areas and will therefore do nothing for the
government’s ‘levelling up’ agenda.
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Anti social driving and abandoned
vehicles

Only recently footage was shared on Newick Talk of a red Audi
overtaking on the pedestrian crossing on The Green.
It generated many comments, mostly about
the senseless driving seen these days.
Nowhere were any comments seen as to
what residents could do about this appalling
piece of driving. Let me introduce you to Op
Crackdown. This is an initiative run by Sussex
Police and is easily accessed on the internet
www.operationcrackdown.org.
It provides a way to report both anti-social
driving and abandoned vehicles. Reports to
Operation Crackdown take between 5 and
10 minutes. Operation Crackdown gives you
the ability to report anti-social driving such
as speeding, dangerous driving, anti-social
motorbike riding and driving whilst using a
mobile phone.
Your contact details are treated in the strictest
confidence and will not be made public nor be
available to the owner of the vehicle you are
reporting. Once your report has been submitted
the only further contact Operation Crackdown
may make with you is whether they require any
additional information about the incident.
The information required is fairly
straightforward and the Crackdown site is
extremely “friendly” to use. You will need to
provide
• The license plate number of the vehicle (this
is mandatory for them to action the report)
• The make, model and colour of the vehicle.
• Details about when and where the incident
happened – an interactive map will help you
identify the area
• Any additional information that may help
them to identify the driver
• Any photos, videos or dash cam footage
(taken by a passenger or when the car is
stationary) can help with any actions
than come from a report being
submitted. They ask that these
are shared with us privately such
as the link to a private YouTube
video or a OneDrive, Google
Drive or Dropbox link.
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After you have submitted the report it will
be analysed and dealt with on a case-bycase basis. It depends on a number of factors
such as how serious the incident is, whether
the vehicle has been reported previously
and whether the driver falls into a high-risk
category.
Operation Crackdown might:
• Send a warning letter to the registered
keeper of the vehicle in question.
• Forward your report to the Sussex Police
Road Policing Unit where local officers will
take appropriate action.
• Keep your report in the Operation
Crackdown database, keeping a history of
the vehicle and allegations.
• Identify and address any regular hotspots of
anti-social driver behaviour.
• Consider prosecution with underpinning
evidence (such as dash cam footage).
The whole reporting system is easy and
quick and does result in action being taken
if the team are satisfied with the information
received. The offender should then realise
that his actions had caused distress to others.
It is hoped this will result in that driver being
considerate and driving within the law.
Councillor Chris Armitage
Chair of Newick Parish Council

Village Hall Refurbishment –
26th July to 3rd September 2021

The hall was built in 1932 to provide a venue for plays, concerts
and dances in the village.
At the time a basic hall with a stage was
regarded as an absolute luxury for the village.
The local paper commented on the superb
standard of the stage. But time moves on
and over the years the simple hall has been
extended to provide a kitchen, bar and most
recently a foyer with a modern toilet block.
This has all been enacted so that the hall
can offer a level of facilities that the present
generation of Newick residents expect.

This allows us to use acoustic plaster board
which will improve the general acoustics of the
hall. The work on the ceiling also provides the
opportunity of replacing the old fluorescent
lighting units with modern LED fittings, whilst
retaining the ability to have either bright
general lighting for public events and more
intimate lighting for society dinners.

The last major decoration dates back to the
1960s and is now looking tired and outdated.
Therefore it is time to embark on a major
redecoration. Whatever changes are made, we
will need to keep the hall multifunctional a
suitable venue for whatever may be in fashion
for the next 40 years.

The work will start on the 26th of July and
the hall will be closed for six weeks, opening
on the 4th of September. The last major
redecoration lasted 50 years, we hope that our
present plans will keep the hall in good shape
for the next half centaury. The committee
looks forward to welcoming you all back to
a vibrant multifunctional Village Hall the first
week in September.

The plaster work on the ceiling is in a poor
condition so we intend to overboard the
whole of the ceiling.

David Read
Chairman Newick Village Hall Management
Committee

Sussex Police - PCSO’s
Having our PCSOs working to dedicated areas
means a greater visible policing across every
part of the Lewes district with PCSOs continuing
to form part of our wider local prevention
teams, ensuring finite police resources can be
focused on the most critical issues; in addition
to allowing our PSCOs to work even closer with
local partners and voluntary organisations to
help solve specific local issues within your towns
and villages. Newick’s PCSO is Rose Stainer who
works part time across a shift pattern. If there
are any non urgent local issues you would like to
make Rose aware of then please email her at
rose.stainer@sussex.pnn.police.uk
Operation Blitz – Tackling Anti-Social
Behaviour (ASB)
Operation Blitz is a designated ASB patrol, and
an on-going drive, each Friday and Saturday
night between 4pm-10pm (during the Spring
months, and in addition to weekly patrols
across the district), in which officers from the

Lewes district Prevention team take to the
streets in areas which have seen an increase in
ASB crimes, or youth related ASB, along with
areas which have come to attention from your
reports over the week.
From 4pm-10pm, you can call officers on a
designated phone number should you witness
or become victim of any ASB, or youth related
ASB. The contact number for Lewes District is:
07989 188960.
Your Lewes District Operation Blitz team, made up
of PCSOs and PCs, covers Lewes, Ringmer, Northern
Lewes, including Wivelsfield and Chailey, and
goes right down through to the coast including
Telscombe, Peacehaven, Newhaven and Seaford.
Outside of Operation Blitz times, please
continue to report ASB to us on 101, or report
online: www.sussex.police.uk/ro/report/
asb/af/antisocial-behaviour/ and always
dial 999 in an emergency.
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Horticultural Society
Newick Horticultural Society’s Committee has decided to commit
to running the Annual Show on September 4th this year subject,
of course, to any Covid restrictions.
However, it might be that we have to make
last minute changes to what, and how, we can
safely hold the Show.
We hope to have all the classes and prizes
we had planned and published in our 2020
Schedule – all 118 of them. It may be that in
the time remaining before the Show there is
insufficient notice for some members to plant
their plants or prepare their handicrafts...
but we feel certain that members will do
everything they can to rise to the challenge
and ensure the best Show ever. After what
the village has been through in the last few
months, perhaps we owe it to ourselves to not
let Covid beat us. The Committee will try and
put on the best Show in the circumstances
but it may be that last minute changes will be
inevitable. It’s always a very popular event in
Newick’s calendar and this year we’re certain
that the village will rise to the occasion. The
Spring Surprise Trail was certainly a good
morale booster.
Entry to exhibit in the Show is, as always,
restricted to Members of the Society but
those who wish to join now would be most
welcome to do so. Membership will be free
until our new season in 2022. All exhibitors
must follow all the entry requirements which
basically means that Entry Forms will have to
be submitted by the closing date (Wednesday
1st September) and exhibits staged between
09.30am and 11.00am on Show Day. Exhibits
must be removed as soon as the prize award
ceremony is over and not before.
Entrance to the Show marquee will be free to
everyone this year.
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All information concerning membership, show
classes, entry forms, Society Rules and other
information will be available to download on
our website, www.newickhorticultural.co.uk.
Members from last year have received their
Schedule and can use the information and
forms from these – or download as necessary!
Please email newickhorticultural@gmail.
com if you have any questions concerning
membership or the Show.
You can download the Schedule here : https://
tinyurl.com/yepvw54c

