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PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and 

supported the Newick Parish Council Magazine.

To advertise please call 01843 523030

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website

We supply or fit: 
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Bedrooms
• Wetrooms
• Flooring

T: 01273 945335
E: ringmervillagekitchens@yahoo.com 
W: www.ringmervillagekitchensandbathrooms.com 

Modern | Traditional | PlumbingModern | Traditional | Plumbing

Dream Kitchens can come true

FREE local collection

+Boost collagen
+Brighten skin tone

 +Control acne
 +Plump and hydrate
 +Reduce inflamation
+Soothe and nourish
+Treat pigmentation

Enter discount code NEWICK15

Anti-aging natural skin care designed to:

Target your skin concerns 
with our whole plant serums

www.house-of-halcyon.com 

Our Services: 
• Fabrics
• Wool
• Crafts
• Masks
• Table Cloths

• Needles
• Cotton
• Sewing Machines
• Repairs & Services
• Knitting

• Sewing
• Buttons
• Interfacing
• Arts & Craft
• And Much More…

www.sewsewhaberdashery.co.uk
Market Hall,

Bell Walk,
Uck�eld, 

TN22 5DQ

07746 900669

WE’RE HIRING
Registered Nurses
Senior Care Staff

Health Care Assistants

Competitive pay rates:
Registered Nurse: 
£24-£32 per hour

HCA & above:
£10-£14 per hour

Please visit carematchuk.co.uk
or send your CV to placements@carematchuk.co.uk
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Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional, 
independent car garage with a reputation for the 

highest standards of service.  With specialist 
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive 

range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re 

the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk

 of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

High quality

at a fair price

Ray
Wicker

D O U B L E  G L A Z I N G

Please contact Ray Wicker:
M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk 

All jobs considered - big or small

Double glazing • Carpentry

For all your welding and metal fabrication needs

Based in Chailey, Sussex and covering all of 
the South East Counties. 

  Bespoke
         Welding
  Expert 
         Fabrication &
         Finish
  Steel Frame
         Gates

T:  01444 523704 or 07570 287288
E: Forgetheway20@gmail.com
W: www.forgetheway.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote

Drain Unblocking • Drain Cleaning
Pre Plan Maintenance • CCTV Drain Surveys

Drain Inspection • Drain Lining
Pipework Excavation & Installation

High Pressure Water Jetting
Electromechanical Cleaning

BLOCKED DRAINS?

DRAIN PROBLEMS? 

LOGO
HERE

Don’t suffer in silence! Give us a call!
Tel: 07710503068
Email: info@ssdrainage.co.uk 
Website: www.ssdrainage.co.uk
Address: 23 Hughes way, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1DX

Services we provide:

I wrote this statement in September shortly after Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II so sadly passed away. It was plain to see the 
deep respect and love in which she was held across the United 
Kingdom and the world. 
There were so many floral tributes, world 
leaders making impassioned speeches and 
thousands who had gathered at Buckingham 
Palace and other royal palaces. We should 
not forget those who 
travelled to London, 
not just from the United 
Kingdom but from 
the four corners of the 
world to pay their final 
respects to The Queen. 
These actions and many 
more expressed our 
thanks and deep loss 
we felt for a remarkable 
lady.    

A condolence book was 
placed in the Church 
and a site was set aside 
for floral tributes to be 
laid. It was truly moving 
to read some of those 
messages.

A protocol for the death of a Monarch or 
Senior Member of the Royal Family has been 
in place since the early 1960s and revised 
many times over the years. We witnessed it at 
a national level but Newick Parish Council has 
its own protocol in place which indeed mirrors 
the national protocol. I am indebted to our 
Clerk, Emma Reece, who, once the Queen’s 
death had been announced, set everything 
in motion. She immediately arranged for the 
official picture and condolences from Newick 
to be published on The Parish Council Website. 

She liaised with the Churchwardens to discuss 
the book of condolences and a suitable site 
for floral tributes. But by far the most difficult 
job was having the Union Flag on The Green 
lowered to half-mast and the seasonal flags 
removed. The protocol dictated when and at 
what time the Union Flag could fully fly or be 

at half-mast. I am grateful to Paul Antrobus 
for his help to raise and lower the flag in 
accordance with the protocol. His involvement 
made the transitioning appear seamless.   

Newick Parish 
Council has always 
endeavoured to 
enlist the skills of 
local tradespeople, 
where we are able, 
to carry out work 
in preference to 
having to go out to 
tender for persons 
outside of the 
village environment. 
Unfortunately 
however, not only 
are we are finding it 
increasing difficult 
to obtain quotes for 
works required but 

on several occasions where we have agreed a 
quote, getting the work done has proved to be 
near impossible. Indeed in one case we have 
been waiting over a year for the work to be 
carried out. During this period the asset has 
deteriorated considerably and is becoming a 
blight on the village aesthetic. Of course the 
NPC is keen to use the local skilled workforce 
but please only quote for the work if you are 
prepared to do it. 

It was a joy to see the Newick Horticultural 
Show in full swing on The Green in September 
and I would like to say a huge thank you to 
the organisers. It was a beautiful day and the 
sun rightly shone on those who attended! 
The Society was established in 1831 and is the 
second oldest in England, by my reckoning 
that makes it 191 years old! However, its 
membership is in decline and the club is 
desperate for new members to take on a 
variety of roles. They need new, young(er) 

Message from the Chair
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and enthusiastic people 
ready to step up with 
fresh ideas to continue 
its finest traditions and take it forward. 
It would be a crying shame if the society 
did not reach its 200th anniversary in 
2031. Newick would be a poorer place 
without it. Unfortunately, many of Newick’s 
other clubs and societies are in the same 
position and have endorsed this message. 
Please, if you are able, spare a few hours 
a week/month to participate in what are 
the heartbeat of the village we love. Clubs 
and societies must prosper and grow in 
order to survive but in order to achieve this 
they need help; they need membership 
and people willing to participate and get 
involved. Details and contact numbers for 
all of Newick’s clubs and societies can be 
found in the Parish magazine. 

Councillor Chris Armitage
Chair of Newick Parish Council 
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07872 170586 
pete@pmfservices.co.uk

www.pmfservices.co.uk

Pressure Washing Service

Driveways and Patios 
Solar Panels

Weatherboard/Cladding

Pressure Washing Service

Father & Son Team

Boiler & Central Heating System Install
Boiler Service

Boiler Breakdown
Power Flushing

Full Bathroom Install
All Aspects of Plumbing & Heating

Contact Karl Holdsworth on: 07480 647324
Or email: kholds73@gmail.com 

M
618397

Welcome to the autumn edition of the Parish 
Council Newsletter.

Since the last newsletter in July, we 
experienced a glorious hot summer but we 
are now firmly in autumn. I was delighted 
to return my two youngest children back to 
school with Ms Alty at Newick Primary and my 
eldest started in Year 7 at Chailey Secondary 
School. So far all seem to have settled in well.

At the start of last month, the annual 
Horticultural Show was a big hit with the 
village. Councillor Vix Marchant writes more 
about that later in this addition. Sadly, our 
September visit from Shaylers Fun Fair was 
cancelled following the death of Queen 
Elizabeth II but they hope to visit Newick again 
soon.

I must take this opportunity to publicly thank 
the volunteers involved in the Ukraine & 
Community Hub which is held each week 
10am – midday every Friday in the Community 
Centre. This is proving to be really popular 
with our Ukrainian guests, host families and 
residents of the village who want to support. 
Even now, there are new Ukrainian families 
arriving in the area either directly from Ukraine 
or from whichever neighbouring country they 
first sought refuge in. 

By the time this newsletter has been delivered 
the Chair of the Parish Council (Chris 

Armitage), the Chair of the Environment & 
Recreation Committee (Melanie Thew) and 
I will have spent a morning with children of 
Newick Primary School for the second time in 
recent years. Every half term the school have a 
‘breakout morning’ or ‘donate a morning’. This 
is often focussed on doing things within the 
local community. October’s session will see the 
children learn more about the Parish Council, 
do some litter picking in the park and design 
posters to discourage speeding on the roads of 
Newick. Those posters will then be displayed in 
the village so keep an eye out for them.

I’m very excited for a full bonfire night next 
month after a low key event last year and 
cancellation the year before due to Covid. We 
have welcomed many new residents since the 
last full bonfire celebrations in 2019. If this is 
your first proper bonfire night in the village 
please buy a program to see the full timings 
and routes, bring cash/change for the charity 
buckets, don’t park cars on the procession 
route and be aware that the main road (A272) 
will be fully closed with no access.

Emma Reece
Clerk to Newick Parish Council
Responsible Finance Officer
k newickpc@newick.net

Message from the Clerk

JAY’S AUTO’S
SALES & SERVICE

Servicing – Brakes – MOT’s
Diagnostics – Tyres – Repairs 

Friendly | Reliable | Affordable

New Car Show Room
We buy & sell second hand cars

We will beat webuyanycar.com on price

Sales: 01825 722 034
Service: 01825 722 233
15 Church Road, Newick

Steel Estimating
Site Surveys

Tekla Steel Detailing
Steel Fabrication

Site Fitting
Steel Stockist

Reinforcing Bar
Cut & Bent Reinforcement

Reinforcing Mesh
Accessories

Reinforcing Stockist

www.ashdownsteel.co.uk

01444 831230
www.ashdownreinforcing.co.uk

01444 831668

Based in Sussex
Serving London

and the South East
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CHILDREN LOVE TODDLERS INN NURSERY 

Open 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, 51 weeks per year. 0-8 years
Explore our fantastic nursery and see how your child flourishes!
• 2 forest school areas with yurts! • Oak garden and allotment!

• Forest school session 9am-3pm!
01825 721800 or 07517 103371

www.toddlersinnnursery.co.uk | toddlers777@gmail.com
! @toddlersinnnurserylewes
North Chailey, Lewes, BN8 4DB

30HRS
EYEE SPREAD

ACROSS THE
YEAR
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Email: info@rwgarage.co.uk

 

 

 

01825 762281 | www.dawson-hart.co.uk

 
 

 

The Old Grammar School
Church Street
Uckfield
TN22 1BH
churchstreet@dawson-hart.co.uk

 

HERE FOR YOU, WHEN YOU NEED US.
Services for you:
  •  Clinical Negligence
  •  Dispute Resolu�on
  •  Residen�al Property
  •  Wills, Probate & Trusts
  •  Employment Advice
  •  Personal Injury
  •  Debt Management
  •  Family
  •  Property Advice

Services for business: 
  •  Company & Commercial
  •  Commercial Property
  •  Landlord & Tenant
  •  Business Debt Recovery
  •  Employment Law
  •  Commercial Li�ga�on
  •  Insolvency

Your Parish Council
Your Parish Councillors
Mr Chris Armitage (Chair) | Mr Brian Hodge (Chair of Planning Committee) 
Mr David Marchant (Chair of Finance & General Purposes Committee) 
Mrs Victoria Marchant | Mr Andy Penfold | Mr Alan Sippetts
Mrs Melanie Thew (Chair of Environment & Recreation Committee) 
Mrs Bronja Whitlock | Mr Tom Whitlock | Mrs Cathy Wickens (Vice Chair) | Mr Ken Wrench

Mrs Emma Reece 
Your Parish Council Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 
m 07521 511643 k newickpc@newick.net 1 newick.net 

Your District Councillor 
Mr Roy Burman 
m 01273 256156 k Roy.Burman@lewes.gov.uk 

Your County Councillor 
Matthew Milligan 
m 07537 126480 k cllr.matthew.milligan@eastsussex.gov.uk

Your Member of Parliament
Maria Caulfield 
m 0207 219 5946 k maria.caulfield.mp@parliament.uk

If you would like any Crime Prevention Advice 
then please do contact me via 101 or the Sussex 
Police website and I can visit you and give you 
any advice on home security and answer any 
questions or concerns you may have.

PSCO Rose Stainer 

As the evenings are getting darker we are noticing an increase in 
burglaries. I would urge you to check your home security including 
any outbuildings to make sure that you have adequate locks and 
lighting to ensure that your properties are as safe as possible. 

PCSO Update Sussex Police

Email: haywardsheath@greenthumb.co.uk 
01273 491099 

Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

There aren’t many lawns that haven’t 
suffered a little from Summer ’22. 
GreenThumb has the tools to deal with 
all these problems – and more. We will 
have a program that suits your lawn and 
budget and you can look forward to a 
beautiful lawn in 2023!

Please call/email us to arrange a free analysis 
and quote and start your lawn’s recovery.

FROM JUST

PER 
TREATMENT*

£18 

*Based on 5 annual treatments 
with a lawn size up to 40m2 

MOSS, WEEDS, 
THATCH?

8 NewickParishCouncilMagazine



11NewickParishCouncilMagazine10 NewickParishCouncilMagazine

Andy Westgate
Local Gas Safe Plumbing & Heating
Engineer Covering a Range Of Services.

Please contact on 07415 529656
awestgateheating@hotmail.com

Maygrove
Podiatry Surgery

Surgery and home visits

Health and Care Professions Council 
Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist

01825 722024 
Maygrove, 24 Western Rd, Newick BN8 4LF

Sarah Breeze RIBA 
ARB Chartered Architect 

• Residential Extensions and Refurbishments
• Site Visits and Initial Advice
• Full Planning Applications
• Full Building Regulations

• Measured Surveys
• Design Options

Mobile: 07920 520 360
Email: sarah@breezearchitect.com

Architects
Breeze

Please contact me on the following if you  wish to 
discuss ideas for your property: 

HV

*dependent on size and position of installation

www.bswenergy.co.uk

GET £5000 OFF 
THE COST OF INSTALLING A NEW AIR 

SOURCE HEAT PUMP
The government’s new Boiler Upgrade Scheme (BUS) provides 
funding to replace your old boiler with a new Air Source Heat 
Pump. The scheme is open to eligible homeowners and small 
non-domestic businesses in England and Wales and will run from 
April 2022 to 2025. 
BSW are certified Microgeneration Installers (MCS) and 
approved members of the Renewable Energy Consumer Code 
(RECC). 

To find out more, telephone:
01444 831138

Planning Article 

Following up on those examples contained in 
the last edition with updates might be a good 
starting point so here goes.

1. Example one was the Land at Telephone 
Exchange – as stated this application was 
refused by the LDC Planning Committee. 
Subsequently an ‘Outline’ planning application 
for 30 homes has been submitted by the same 
developer which at first sight seems to be 
good news, as that is the number of houses 
specified for the site in the neighbourhood 
plan. Sadly this is not necessarily the case, 
outline permission once given, does not 
commit the developer to any particular layout, 
style, density or even house numbers. All 
can be changed and decided by planning 
officers without reference to the LDC Planning 
Committee following outline approval.  
It is unusual for two full planning applications to 
be made and then for them to be followed up 
with an outline application after two previous 
applications have been refused. We therefore 
were unwilling to support it. Significantly there 
has been no discussion with, or involvement 
of the local community, despite LDC strongly 
recommending that be done at the time of 
refusing the last application. The developer 
has now appealed that previous decision even 
before the subsequent outline application has 
been considered by LDC.

The appeal process is conducted by a 
government planning inspector and is 
essentially the developer versus LDC. Newick 
Council will be submitting its views in writing 
as part of that process which will be a virtual 
hearing in November.
2. Example two was the Woods Fruit Farm. 
Even though first submitted six months ago 
and supported by the Parish Council, no 
decision has yet been published by LDC. Sadly 
there  are a significant number of applications 
that have taken such a long period before a 

decision is made. This has been brought to the 
attention of the Council.

3.   Example number three was the application 
to convert The Barn at St Mary’s Church. As this 
is a listed building two applications had to be 
made, one for the physical change and one 
for the listed building aspect. The good news 
is that on this occasion Approval was granted,  
hopefully the comments made by NPC may 
have helped a little.

New applications have been somewhat 
reduced in this latest quarter, not an unusual 
matter as school holidays have a significant 
impact on peoples plans. Nonetheless we have 
had a reasonable number to consider and in 
our case, the impact of holidays had an effect 
on us too.

We have also continued to question Lewes 
about the number of house allocations used 
by them in assessing local housing needs 
and emphasise to them our belief that they 
are excessive. Thus far to little avail. We will 
continue to progress the argument. Other 
Parishes are making similar noises.

It would appear that work on reviewing 
the Local Plan has gone into slow motion or 
possibly ceased as the result of frequent and 
significant changes to government planning 
policies, this is unfortunate for the District 
as a whole as it means that out Local Plan 
remains to be considered no longer “in date”. 
This makes it easier for developers to gain 
Permission to build even though it is not 
within the parameters of the current plan 
that was intended to be valid for several 
more years.

We can but hope that we have a settled period 
of planning requirements and that we have a 
revised Local Plan before too long.

Councillor Brian Hodge
Chair of Planning Committee

I can’t believe it’s that time already… to think of what to say 
about planning. Last time I tried to give some background on the 
methodology of the process and before that, explain how and why 
we’d been busy. 
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Tel: 0800 699 0522  •  07957 156467

www.penfoldsurfacing.co.uk
enquiries@penfoldsurfacing.co.uk

PENFOLD SURFACING
RESIN BOUND • TARMAC • BITUMEN & GRAVEL

DRIVEWAYS & PATHS

Safe Space appSafe Space app
LW/21/0819 - Font Hill Farm, Font Hil 
- Conversion of existing barn to ancillary 
residential accommodation, construction of 
an annexe in lieu of the existing dilapidated 
cowshed, construction of a detached garage. 
Hard and soft landscaping works to suit the 
proposals, including new wall and gates to 
existing driveway and parking area 
Approved

LW/21/0828 - Land To The Rear Of Oldaker 
Road - Erection of 3-bedroom detached 
dwelling with associated access and on-site 
parking (resubmission of LW/20/0842)  
Approved

LW/21/0915 - Land South Of 61A Allington 
Road Newick - Planning Application - 
Demolition of outbuilding and erection of 1no. 
4-bedroom dwellinghouse with associated 
driveway and parking for Mr D Chewter  
Awaiting decision 
LW/21/0936 - Font Hill Farm Font Hill 
- Conversion of existing barn to ancillary 
residential accommodation, construction of 
an annexe in lieu of the existing dilapidated 
cowshed, construction of a detached garage. 
Hard and soft landscaping works to suit the 
proposals, including new wall and gates to 
existing driveway and parking area  
Approved  
LW/22/0071 - Land Rear Of 45 Allington Road 
- Erection of 4no bungalows, creation of new 
vehicular and pedestrian access via Allington 
Road, alterations to Public Right of Way and 
associated landscaping 
Awaiting decision 
LW/22/0110/CD - Hazel Wood Jackies Lane 
 - Permanent use of campsite to include 10 no 
pitches, the erection of a single 
Approved 
LW/22/0100 -The Glade 14 Newick Hill - Storey 
timber shower/toilet block and construction of 
a parking area relating Approved 
LW/22/0220 -Woods Fruit Farm Goldbridge 
Road  - Demolition of Oakside and erection of 39 
no dwellings with associated access, drainage, 
parking, landscaping and infrastructure work 
Awaiting decision

LW/22/0221 - 11 Western Road - Single storey 
rear extension with hipped roof, rear window, 
2no. side facing 
Approved 
LW/22/0222 - 11 Western Road - Single storey 
rear extension with hipped roof, rear window, 2 
no. side facing windows, glazed patio doors to 
rear and side elevation and additional paving 
Approved

LW/22/0277 - Hip to gable end roof extension 
to side and reconfiguration of roof, erection 
of single-storey rear and side extensions, 
alterations to front porch, installation of 
rear balcony, replacement side balcony, 
alterations to fenestration on all elevations and 
installation of solar panels to rear roof slope 
Approved 
LW/22/0296 - Dumgoyne Jackies Lane - Single 
storey rear extension with flat roof forming 
open top roof terrace with 
Approved
LW/22/0300 - Land Adjacent To 99 Allington 
Road - Erection of 1no two-storey dwelling 
house 
Approved

LW/22/0315 - Colonnade House Font Hill 
- Erection of two-storey rear extension and 
single-storey rear extension, part single-storey 
and two-storey side and front extension over 
garage with side dormer, erection of front 
porch, addition of cladding and alterations to 
fenestration on all elevations 
Approved

LW/22/0359 - 51 Cricketfield - B1 (c) - Light 
industrial - Use of land for landscaping 
business and 
Awaiting decision 
LW/22/0369 &  - Former Stables Of The Old 
Rectory Church Road - Conversion of existing 
toilet facilities to create Changing Places, 
extension 
Approved  
LW/22/0374 - Streeters Farm Newick Hill 
 - Erection of two-storey garage for first floor 
habitable use 
Approved 

Planning applications LW/22/0395 - 53 Western Road Newick 
 - Garage conversion with replacement of 
garage door with 1no window 
Approved 
LW/22/0412  26 High Hurst Close - Removal 
of existing garage and conservatory and 
replacement pitched roof front and side 
extension 
Refused 
LW/22/0456 -Land At The Telephone Exchange 
Goldbridge Road - Outline application with all 
matters reserved except access for the erection 
Awaiting decision 
LW/22/0465 and 464 - Hurstbourne Cottage, 
Cornwell’s Bank - Construction of a pool 
house to rear with associated hard and soft 
landscaping 
Refused 
LW/22/0474  - Sharpsbridge Farm 
Sharpsbridge Lane - Erection of Detached 
House (Resubmission of previous approval 
LW/19/0723) 
Awaiting decision 
 

LW/22/0525 - 9 Goldbridge Road -   
Installation of flue on front elevation 
Awaiting decision 
LW/22/0556 - Quineys Cornwell’s Bank - 
Variation of Condition 1 (Plans) in relation 
to approval LW/19/0696 for alterations to 
fenestration and alterations to garage and 
workshop outbuilding to provide additional 
ancillary acommodation 
Awaiting decision 
LW/22/0621 - 14 The Green -  Conversion 
of outbuilding to ancillary and incidental 
accommodation (resubmission of LW/21/0515) 
Awaiting decision
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Environment & Recreation Committee
Taking care of the village environment.
Since our last newsletter, we have moved into 
a better position regarding COVID-19, but we 
are now experiencing a cost of living crisis – 
surging energy costs are impacting across all 
areas – causing prices on everything to rise. 

Not to mention the water shortage due to the 
excessive heat during the summer months when 
temperatures reached over 40 degrees 
for the first time in London. Our 
environment has never been 
under so much pressure. It is 
necessary for us all to review 
how we use energy, how we 
can rationalise what we use and 
use it better. The same applies to 
water… Only by making small changes 
in our own lives can we contribute to 
change and improve the situation we 
are all in.

During the summer we have carried 
out our annual inspection of assets in the 
village… we checked all the fingerposts (the 
traditional black and white road signs), we 
have checked all our benches – which are now 
in need of refurbishment – gates and hedges 
have been reviewed. Any damage found 
has been noted and steps taken to carry out 
remedial work. As we enter autumn, hedges 
and overhanging branches need to be pruned 
back – and as usual at this time of year, we 
ask everyone to check their own properties 
and ensure that their boundaries are clear of 
obstruction to ensure that access to footpaths 
and pavements is maximised.          

Our Open Day scheduled for 10th September 
had to be postponed as we were in a time of 
National Mourning. We will let you know we 
have a new date. We are still moving forward 
with improvements to our facilities on 

King George V Playing Field and will keep you 
informed as progress continues.

Our Autumn Litterpick event was held on 
Friday 14th October with children of the 
primary school again, encouraging them to 
become the ‘litter champions’ of the future. 
We are very fortunate to have a local 

handyman, who regularly collects litter 
around the village – as well as several 

very active residents who ‘pick’ 
independently. 

We know that we are still using 
too much plastic. The UK produces 
more plastic packaging per 
person than almost any other 

country in the world – only the 
USA is worse! – why do bananas 

need to be wrapped in plastic? 
They come in nature’s own 
packaging. 
Refill is the new recycle… 

Buying a refill can save 70% 
CO2 emissions, 65% energy, and 45% water. 
Shopping this way does not need to be more 
expensive, and it is worth shopping around. 
Here are a few tips to help you start:  

•  Start small… make just one or two changes  
at a time and build up, bit by bit.

•  Go collapsible – invest in a collapsible water 
bottle or coffee cup… they’re easier to fit 
into your bag and you’re less likely to forget 
them.

•  Use a refill service – more and more refill 
shops are popping up in Sussex.

•  Go naked – choose unwrapped options 
when shopping for fruit and veg.

•  Plan ahead. It may take some planning as 
using refills often means buying in bulk – 

   but there are some saving to be made.

Councillor Melanie Thew
Chair of Environment & Recreation Committee

We have all been rightly angered by the recent 
sewage outflows by water companies in recent 
weeks. Storm overflows have existed for over 
150 years since the Victorians created the 
sewage system as a safety valve for combined 
sewage systems but they are only supposed 
to be used in extreme circumstances. Now, 
under pressure from population growth, water 
companies use them far too often, threatening 
the environment and sea users.

Last year, I voted to end the use of storm 
overflows in our sewage system. You will 
read in the media that we voted against this 
but it is simply not true and this month the 
Government published its “Storm Overflows 
Discharge Reduction Plan” in response to 
the change in the law with £56 billion capital 
investment to tackle storm sewage discharges. 
It will revolutionise how water companies tackle 
the number of discharges of untreated sewage, 
which the Government and public have made 
clear are completely unacceptable.

This plan will mean that water companies 
now face strict targets and must completely 
eliminate the harm sewage discharges cause 
the environment as the new legislation requires 
water companies to protect everyone who uses 
water for recreation and ensure storm overflows 
pose no threat to the environment.

Because we have always had storm overflows 
in our sewage system, it will take time 
to change the infrastructure to end their 
use. The controversial vote in Parliament 
which proposed to end sewage discharges 
immediately, was well intentioned but without 
an alternative system in place, would have 
meant sewage backing up into people’s homes, 
gardens and roads.  The new Government’s 
plan, backed by £56 billion of investment, will 
change our sewage system so that sewage 
outflows end but our homes and communities 
are protected too and I, for one, welcome this 
change. 

Action on Sewage Discharges

Planning once again is dominating the local 
news in our parishes and towns. While we 
have had success in seeing our greenfield sites 
protected because planning committees have 
refused to allow development on sites not 
in neighbourhood plans, we are now seeing 
these decisions being overturned by planning 
inspectors.

Both in Wealden and Lewes we have seen 
sites such as South Road in Wivelsfield and 
Mornings Mill in Polegate have their refusals 
overruled by planning inspectors and 
overturning the decisions of democratically 
elected local planning committees. The concern 
is with appeals on sites such as Nolands in 
Plumpton and a number in Ringmer, coming 
up, that these will suffer the same fate and 
I have raised this in Parliament as this is not 
acceptable. 

The planning inspectors give reasons for their 
decisions and the crux of the matter is that 
neither Wealden or Lewes District councils 
have Local plans that are in date and so the 
protection of the neighbourhood plans on 
greenfield sites falls. I have been urging both 
district councils to get their Plans in date for 
a long time now so that we have the legal 
protection they offer. While the debate about 
housing numbers rages on, without any local 
plan there is no protection at all and whether 
the housing numbers are 2 or 2002 currently 
there is open season on our green spaces as the 
Planning Inspector makes clear that without a 
five-year land supply that a Local Plan brings, 
no site is off limits. Our councillors for both 
councils need to urgently get this rectified as 
it is not fair on local people, parish, or town 
councils. I will fight in Parliament to end the 
overturning of local decisions, but local councils 
need to play their part too.

Parish Update October 2022

An update from Maria Caulfield
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Newick Pre-School is very much a part of the village and 
welcomes children aged 2-5 years. 

At Newick Pre-School the children can learn 
through play and make friends before starting 
school. We follow a curriculum to cover all 
learning areas whilst providing a safe and 
caring environment. We have been rated Ofsted 
Outstanding in November 2011, October 2015, 
and most recently in November 2019. 

The Pre-School is term time 
only for children aged two years 
and over, open Monday to 
Friday. Our session times are: 
Morning session from 9am to 
12:30pm, Afternoon session 
from 12:30pm to 3pm, or all day 
from 9am to 3pm. We accept 

universal and extended (30hr) funding. We also 
accept two year old funding.  With limited spaces 
still available this is the perfect place for children 
to make friends and enjoy learning through play. 
To arrange a visit please contact the Manager, 
Katy at newickpreschool@hotmail.co.uk or on 
07788 603633

What we do – We are a charity and committee 
run Pre-School at the heart of the village. The 
children have opportunities to take part in 
different activities each session. At Newick Pre-
School we love to take the children on special 
visits and outings. We believe it is an important 
part of their pre-school education and what is 
more it’s great fun! We also have end of term 
family events as a celebration at the end of 
the school year. The children get involved 
community events including the Newick 
Christmas Tree Festival and the Bonfire Guy 
Competition. Newick Pre-School is located 
opposite the entrance to Newick’s King 
George V’s Recreational Ground, a huge 
open space for the children where they can 
run and play games. There is a fully equipped 
playground with soft flooring, perfect for the 
children. We visit the park regularly rain or shine, 
it is great to get the children out for some fresh 
air! We also have close links with the local village 
school and work closely with them throughout 
the year which supports children’s transition to 
big school.

Recent news 
Autumn term
September 2022 - We welcomed 
back to the Pre-School existing children and 
their families as well as welcoming some new 
children and families into the Pre-School. All the 
children have settled well into Pre-School life. 
The children have been enjoying lots of different 
activities including mark making, building, 
sensory play.

This term we are developing our outdoor 
provision. We are creating a sensory area and 
activities to support problem solving and 
exploration. Thank you to anyone that has 
donated to us this term to support this project. 
We are creating new learning spaces for the 
children to support their continuous learning, 
exploration and development. 

Pre-School Committee
This term we will form and welcome a new 
Pre-School Committee to support the running 
of our Pre-School. The Pre-School committee 
will be organising several fundraising events for 
this academic year. Fundraising is vital for our 
charity run Pre-School to provide resources and 
equipment to continue to support children’s 
learning and development.

Village community events
The staff and children are looking forward 

to being part of forthcoming 
community events this year 
including Newick bonfire society 
events and the Newick Christmas 
tree festival. We currently have 
limited sessions available for 
this academic year. We are 
already taking lots of bookings 

for our waiting list for children to start at the 
Pre-School in September 2023 and January 
2024. For more information call 07788 603633, 
email newickpreschool@hotmail.co.uk or visit 
www.newickpreschool.co.uk  We also have a 
Facebook page where you can keep up to date 
with Newick Pre-School news.

EXPERT & RELIABLE
Your Local Family Run Business, serving our community for over 40 years.

01825 891720For a FREE quote call:

paynes-heating.co.uk | sales@paynes-heating.co.uk
Oak Tree Barn, Blackboys East Sussex TN22 5JL

• Full solar installations
• Inverter upgrades and replacements
• Solar panel upgrades
• Monitoring systems
• Battery systems
• Electric vehicle chargers

We only fit the latest technology, if you have an older solar power system call 
us to discuss an upgrade, which can make a significant difference to how well 

your system performs. Give us a call to find out more

Newick Pre-School News
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You might have wondered what can I get out 
of volunteering? It’s not just about building 
up your CV for prospective employers, there’s 
a whole host of potential benefits that you 
might be unaware of. 

What does it do for me?
Experts have reported that focusing on 
someone other than yourself interrupts 
usual tension-producing patterns, meaning 
it can help reduce stress from your everyday 
life whilst helping make you healthier with 
moods and emotions, like optimism and joy, 
strengthening your immune system.

You are helping strengthen your own 
community by giving back to something more 
than yourself. 

You can help support families through day-
care and eldercare, or help improve someone’s 
education through tutoring and literacy. You 
can support youngsters and those in need 
through mentoring and after-school clubs or 
activities, or you can focus on the environment 
and help physically clean up the community 
through litter picks or clean-ups.

The opportunities to learn
You might think volunteering is just meant to 
benefit someone else, and yes the altruistic 
sense you get from volunteering is definitely 
a motivator. However, you open up countless 
doors to learn. Many places might not be 

able to hire new staff but are open to you 
volunteering, meaning you can shadow and 
understand more about a business by simply 
giving up your time. 

You can discover hidden talents that add to 
your self-worth, you can learn about how 
the government works for example, or gain 
knowledge of local resources available to help 
solve some issues or problems in your own 
community. 

Socialising and Networking
One of the greatest aspects of volunteering is 
meeting likeminded people and broadening 
your own horizons. You’ll never know who you 
might meet and make friends with through 
just a couple hours of working together. You 
build some very tangible friendships and 
camaraderie when you are all working towards 
the same goal.

These are just a handful of reasons as to why 
you should think about volunteering; yes it 
builds your CV and opens you up to a range of 
new skills, but it can offer so much more than 
that. 

Why not look at some local charities, or 
not-for-profit organisations that might be in 
need of volunteers. Get in touch with local 
sports clubs, local schools, hospitals, even local 
businesses you might have interest in. There’s a 
world out there ready for you to explore.

Have you thought about the 
benefits of volunteering?
The roles and importance of volunteers cannot be ignored or 
downplayed; they’ve helped keep the country afloat over the last 
few years whilst we traversed unexplored regions of pandemics 
and lockdowns. 

In my last article for the newsletter, I wrote about our children and 
families taking part in an archaeological dig organized by local 
archaeologist Simon Stevens and his band of volunteers.   

We have since learnt that we have won the 
Youth Community Engagement Award 
from The Marsh 
Charitable Trust. 
“Newick Primary 
School’s annual 
archaeological 
project has been 
running since 2010. 
It has enabled 
students aged 4 
to 11 to have a 
go at geophysics, 
excavation and 
other activities. 

It has also 
supported them 
to learn about the 
history of their local 
area. The project is 
also supported by 
teachers, parents 
and the wider 
local community.” 
The Trust has also 
donated £1000 to 
fund future projects.

Newick Primary 
School has also 
been awarded 
the Quality Sports 
Mark Award for 
its outstanding 
delivery of Physical 
Education and its 
commitment to 
ensuring that children understand the benefits 
of sports activities in their lives.

The links with St Mary’s Church are very 
important to us and in the last two weeks we 

have visited the 
church twice. Our 
Year 6 children paid 
their respects to the 
late Queen by laying 
a beautiful bouquet 
and signing the 
Book of Condolence. 
The whole school 
then walked down 
to the church for 
Harvest Festival. 

We have been busy 
welcoming new 
families into our 
school communities 
and our youngest 
children have 
settled very well 
into the Otters 
Class. The children 
are busy exploring 
the classroom 
and learning all of 
the new routines. 
There is also a well-
resourced outdoor 
area for them to 
enjoy. 

There are two Open 
Days in November 
for any prospective 
parents who may 

wish to have a tour of the school and meet the 
staff. Please look at our website and contact 
the school office for further information.

An update from  
Newick CE Primary School

19NewickParishCouncilMagazine
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One of the most common complaints I receive from residents 
is about overgrown vegetation – hedges, plants and weeds 
overhanging footpaths making it difficult for wheelchair and 
mobility scooters to pass. 
When I had my twins in 2013 I bought a side 
by side buggy (with a buggy board for my 
two year old) which was the same width as 
a standard wheelchair. Naively I thought this 
would mean that I would still be able to get 
around easily but unfortunately this was not 
the case. It gave me a small insight into the vast 
challenges that wheelchair users face every day. 
To quote a recent email I received from a very 
lovely resident ‘I don’t think they realise how 
unpleasant it is to have to negotiate them… 
Unless you are walking, pram or wheelchair 
pushing, or scooter riding you would not notice 
these problems, and I don’t want to be known 
as constantly complaining, but it is not always 

safe to avoid these hedges etc. by going in the 
road, because it can be dangerous.’

Please do have a look to see if anything from 
your property is overhanging. If you can’t trim 
back yourself, Newick is blessed with some 
brilliant garden maintenance people. If you 
wish to report overhanging vegetation which is 
getting in your way. Please visit 
www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-
problem/vegetation/hedges

Emma Reece
Proper Officer/Clerk and Responsible 
Finance Officer
Newick Parish Council

Overgrown vegetation

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches 

inside your garage, maximising 
valuable space. Our expert local 

installers will fi t your new door and 
they’ll take away the old one too, 

so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01825 480 098 
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

*Off er valid for openings up to 2. m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

Cooper & Son Rose Cottage, 11 New Town  

Fuller & Scott The Wakelyns, Civic Approach  

Cooper & Son
Fuller & Scott
Funeral Directors

We understand that no two lives are 
the same, which is why every funeral 
we arrange is completely individual 
too. Whether you’re making the 
arrangements for a loved one  
or prudently planning your own,  
we’re here for you in every way. 

We specialise in: • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Tile and Slate Roofs • Leadwork • Repointing  
• Chimney Stacks • All Roof Repairs • Valleys Repaired • New PVC Fascias and Gutters • Moss Removal

All new works carry our fully insured 10-20 year back-up guarantee.

• Safe ladder access installed • All moss cleaned by hand • Soft hand brushes used
• Hard wire brush only for tough areas • Anti-Moss and Algae treatment  
• Gutters cleaned outlets unblocked •

WE DO NOT USE PRESSURE WASHERS

 Newick
01825 607108

experienced roofers work to the highest standards every time.

Moss  
Removal  

from £285

Find &  
Repair a 

Leak  
from £325
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Chailey and Newick Colts Football Club 
Lindsey Rodgers 
chaileyandnewickcolts@gmail.com   
www.chaileyandnewickcoltsfc.webs.com
Newick Country Market 
Joy Slipper- 01825 722907
joy_slipper@hotmail.com
Newick Football Club  
Pat Furzer - 07964073132  | p.furzer@aol.com
Newick Horticultural Society 
Shirley Baker - 01825 722073
www.newickhorticultural.co.uk
NEASSA – Newick Emergency & Armed 
Services Support Association 
Ashley Stockwell - 07941010157 
hello@NEASSA.org | www.NEASSA.org
Newick Allotment Society 
newick.allotments@gmail.com 
www.e-voice.org.uk/nas/
Newick Cinema - Mike Berry - 01825 723392
newickcinemail@outlook.com
Chailey Repair Cafe 
Bryan McAlley - chaileyrc@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/RepairCafe.org
Newick Twinning Association 
Andy Wilson - 01825 724223
enquiries@newick-twinning.org.uk
www.newick-twinning.org.uk
Newick Green W.I - Joy Slipper - 01825 722907
joy_slipper@hotmail.com
Chailey and Newick Painting Group 
Carlina Oliver
carlina_oliver@yahoo.co.uk
www.chaileyandnewickpaintinggroup.com
Solo Friends - Ian Reekie - 01825 722957
ianreekie24@gmail.com
Newick Table Tennis 
Anthony Mayes - 01825 722404
amayestony@gmail.com |
www.newickttc.yolasite.com
Newick Bowls Club - Peter Smith - 01825 762226
peter244smith@gmail.com
www.bowlsnewick.co.uk
Newick Lawn Tennis Club 
Jenny Smerdon - 07801 437755
jennysmerdon@gmail.com | www.newickltc.org

Lewes Windmill District Trefoil Guild
Linda Samson - 01825 723171
linda.samson@btinternet.com
Girlguiding Lewes Windmill District
Terie Galpin - 07582 699881
terie.galpin@outlook.com | girlguiding.org.uk
Newick Amateur Dramatic Society (NADS)
Barbara Bone - 01825 722359
barbarabone986@gmail.com | newickdrama.org
Newick Stoolball Club
Gill Hemsley - 01825 722081
newickstoolball@gmail.com
Newick Badminton Club 
Sara Aspery
secretary@newickbadmintonclub.co.uk
newickbadmintonclub.com
Newick Bonfire Society
Sue Holman Williams -  01825 723699
sueholman26@hotmail.co.uk
Newick Rugby Football Club
mail@newickrfc.com | www.newickrfc.com
Stitchers of Newick
Marilyn Williscroft – 01825 722705
Newick Cricket Club
Membership Secretary – Daphne Strachan
01825 722928 | newickccmembership@hotmail.com
www.newick.play-cricket.com 

COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
The Lady Vernon Educational Foundation Trust
Mrs. Linda M. Farmer Clerk/Trustee
01825 722061 | linda.farmer.1@btinternet.com 
Newick Distress Trust
Geoff Clinton - 01825 722512

HALLS FOR HIRE
Newick Community Centre - bookings
Newickcommunitycentre@gmail.com 
www.newick.net/community-centre/ 
Newick Sports Pavilion - Bookings
Bookings Secretary - 01825 722135
pavilion.newick@gmail.com 
www.newicksportspavilion.org.uk
Newick  Village Hall
Anne Roper - 07377 872469
newickvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk | www.newick.net
The Barn Centre, St. Mary’s Church
Sue Balloch - 01825 722801/07747630657
sueballoch@btconnect.com | newickchurch.org

Clubs and societies

If your organisation has not been listed on here and you would like it to be, please email the Parish Clerk at: 
newickpc@newick.net

Rootz Footpaths
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What to do when one of your valued possessions 
breaks? Throw it away and buy a new one? 

Or find a way to repair it? 

Chailey Repair Café

No prizes for knowing which option is cheaper 
and better for the environment. But surely 
the cost of repair can be prohibitive? Not 
necessarily, thanks to the 2833 Repair Cafes 
that have sprung up all over the world since 
Dutch journalist Martina Postma created the 
first one in the foyer of an  Amsterdam cinema 
back in 2009.

During the Second World War, 
in response to the shortages 
of clothing and other 
essentials, the government 
launched its ‘make do and 
mend’ campaign. Today we 
face different challenges, in 
particular climate change 
and the rising cost of living. 
By restoring essential or 
cherished possessions – such 
as furniture, clothes, electrical 
appliances, garden tools, 
bicycles, crockery and toys 
– the not-for-profit Repair 
Café initiative is making 
an important contribution 
towards saving the pounds 
and saving the planet.

Chailey Repair Café, which 
was founded in 2018 by Bryan 
McAlley, is one of over 20 
dotted around the county 
of Sussex and more than 
200 across the UK. Bryan has 
always been an  enthusiast and repairs and 
rebuilds vintage  radios, record players and 
other electrical items. Having first volunteered 
at the Forest Row and Horsham Repair Cafes, 
he set up the Chailey branch in the local village 
hall.

“The demand has been so great, we have now 
moved to a larger site at St Peter’s Church,” 
Bryan explains. “We now have 37 volunteers 
and around 160 people attend each of our 

monthly sessions. Our record is 90 repairs in 
just three hours.”

Each household in England generates one 
whole ton of waste every year, which adds up 
to 31 million tons in total – the equivalent of 
3.5 million double decker buses. People find 
themselves forced to throw out broken items 

because they lack the right 
know-how, confidence 
or tools to repair them 
themselves, or the funds 
needed to replace them 
or have them mended 
professionally.    
Like so many organisations,  
Chailey Repair Café had to 
put its formal operations 
on hold for 16 months 
during the Covid crisis, but 
its volunteers still took in 
over 400 items to repair 
in  homes. Normal service 
resumed in June 2021 
and the Cafe has been 
operating at full capacity 
ever since on the second 
Saturday of each month.

During the past four years, 
the team has tackled 
some intriguing projects. 
For instance, amongst 
the many teddy bears 
they have brought back 

to life, they found that one was stuffed with 
silk stockings from World War II. They also 
repaired a dress hand-made partially from 
parachute silk by a mother for her daughter 
to wear on VE Day, 1945. She lived just long 
enough to see her son return from a POW 
camp. His daughter now has the restored 
dress. Another interesting exercise was the 
revival of a Victorian motion picture viewing 
machine with a drum containing of over 120 

photos, including one of the owner’s mother 
on a see-saw.

“Chailey Repair Café always has a very positive 
social buzz,” says Bryan. “We are all enthusiasts 
of a certain age with practical skills in many 
different fields. As well as the satisfaction 
of achieving a successful outcome, we are 
also promoting social cohesion in our local 
community. One of our volunteers is 90 years 
old and worked on the first hovercraft in the 
world to carry mail and paying passengers in 
1962.”

Visitors to the Repair Café bring in their broken 
items, fill in a form and can either work with 
the specialists to undertake the repairs or 
watch them in action and pick up useful 
tips. While perfect outcomes can’t always be 

guaranteed, a high percentage are completely 
successful. Every visitor is offered a tea or 
coffee and a slice of homemade cake.

While there is no charge for the repairs, any 
voluntary contributions are gratefully received 
and recycled into equipment, materials and 
refreshments.

Sessions are generally on the second Saturday 
of each month, between 10am and 1pm, at
Chailey Repair Café, St Peter’s Church, Chailey 
Green BN8 4DA

There are lots of examples of their work on 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/RepairCafe.
org/?modal=admin_todo_tour

For more information, email 
chaileyrc@gmail.com 

Before

After

A longer version of this article originally appeared in Sussex Living magazine.
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In 2019 the Parish Council adopted a policy to outline what steps 
needed to be taken in the event of the death of the Monarch or 
Senior member of the Royal Family.   
This recommendation had come from me, 
as Clerk, having attended several meetings 
with other Town and Parish Clerks where 
‘Operation London Bridge’ was being talked 
about – a lot. When I started discussing it with 
Newick Parish Councillors, it is fair to say some 
Councillors felt uncomfortable. It feels wrong 
to talk about the Monarch or others passing 
away, but it would be even 
worse to not know what the 
correct protocol was and 
accidentally do something 
that was disrespectful. 

On the afternoon of 
Thursday 8th September I 
was working from home. 
The BBC had cancelled 
all programming due to 
concerns about the Queen’s 
health and I had the news 
on in the background. Paul 
Antrobus knocked on my 
door and we had a chat 
about what actions we 
would need to take if an 
announcement was made 
that the Queen had passed away. I spoke to 
the Chair, Chris Armitage who was travelling 
back from holiday and discussed what actions 
the Parish Council was ready to take. When 
the news broke, within minutes Paul Antrobus 
took the seasonal flagpoles down with the 
assistance of Julian Avis. He then took the 
Parish Council flag down and lastly lowered 
the Union flag to half-mast. 

As part of the Operation London Bridge Policy, 
I have a set of official photographs for each 
senior member of the Royal family and a 
previously agreed statement from the Chair of 
the Parish Council. The photo and statement 
were issued on social media and the website 
updated so that it was on the front page. 

The following day on the Friday, the 
noticeboards were updated, 
removing the existing posters 
and putting up a simple 
statement from the Parish 
Council backed on black 
paper. It was decided to cancel 
or rearrange a number of 
planned events including the 
planned Open Morning for the 
playing fields. The seasonal 
flag poles were taken out in 
a hurry so some of you may 
have spotted me on my hands 
and knees on the Green on 
Friday morning trying to find 
the holes to fit caps over them 
so that the Parish Council 
Handyman could cover them 

the following day with top soil. 

I spoke to the Churchwardens regarding floral 
tributes. We had seen that in several other 
towns and villages, residents wanted to lay 
flowers. The Churchwardens and I discussed 
whether The Green would be distracting to the 
road. They suggested the lawns at the Church 
which was perfect as it was sheltered and not 
near a highway. 

Operation London Bridge 
getting it underway

Worried about 

Inheritance  
Tax?
Ask the experts -  
Your trusted local advisers

Call Newick resident and  
Chartered Financial Planner,  
Victoria Ward on 01273 921990  
or email vward@sowm.co.uk 
for all your financial planning needs

www.sowm.co.uk

• Investments
• Pensions
•  Inheritance Tax Planning
• Long Term Care

As the announcement of the Queen’s passing 
was late in the day, the Assession Council (who 
normally would meet within 24 hours of the 
death of the Sovereign) would be meeting 
on Saturday 10th September. Once the 
proclamation is made then the Union flag (in 
Newick’s case, on The Green) should be raised 
to full mast as a mark of respect to the new 
Monarch. This is then lowered to half-mast 
the following day as the period of national 
mourning continues.

The day before the funeral St Mary’s Church 
held a service to honour and give thanks to the 
late Queen Elizabeth II and the Church opened 
their doors on the day of the funeral showing 
the funeral live. Throughout the whole period 
the Church opened its doors for long hours to 
anyone wishing to light a candle or sign the 
book of condolence. 

The day after the Queen’s funeral the official 
period of national mourning ended so the 
Union flag returned to full mast. The Parish 
Council flag was flown again. The seasonal 
flagpoles were due to come down at the end 
of September anyway, so it was decided to 
leave them down for the winter.

I want to thank the volunteers across Newick 
who helped Newick mark the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II in an appropriate and 
respectful manner and I look forward to seeing 
how the village mark the Coronation. 

Emma Reece
Proper Officer/Clerk and Responsible Finance 
Officer
Newick Parish Council
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c l a s s i f i e d

01444 413726
08000 475853

www.adamsgardenmachinery.org

TIME FOR YOUR ANNUAL SERVICE!!
SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS

The Stockmans Building, Ardingly Showground,
Selsfield Road, Ardingly, RH17 6TL

Call Today For A Free Quote 07714 507 275
www.lelectrical.co.uk 

L. Electrical Contractors Ltd
Electrical and Property Maintenance 

Fair Pricing

Anytime Service

Qualified Experts

With the colder weather drawing in, there are few things cosier 
than snuggling up on a dark evening with a hot drink. 
Whatever your tipple of choice, a perennial 
favourite for young and old has to be hot 
chocolate, and with good reason – it’s a drink 
that has been around for thousands of years and 
remains as popular now as it ever was. 

However, the hot chocolate we know today is 
very different to its original form, and drinking 
the earliest recipe might seem more of a chore 
than a comfort for modern consumers. It was 
the Mayans, around 3,000 years ago, who 
started drinking ground up cocoa seeds in a 
concoction with cornmeal, water, and chili. This 
cocoa, called xocōlātl, was drunk cold, and was 
an important part of Aztec culture, with some 
wealthy Mayans choosing to be buried with 
their cocoa drinking vessels.

When the Spanish began invading Mexico in 
the early 1500s, the conquistador Henan Cortez 
discovered cocoa beans and brought them back 
home with him. In Spain the recipe changed, and 
the drink began to be served hot and sweet, and 
it became very popular among Spanish nobility. 
For many years it remained the favourite drink 
of the Spanish court, but gradually news spread 
across Europe, gaining more fans among French 
royalty, with Marie Antoinette loving it so much 
she had her own personal chocolatier. 

By the 1700s, chocolate had arrived in England, 
and chocolate houses – the 18th Century 
forerunner to Starbucks – sprang up in cities 
around the country. 

The hot chocolate served here was a 
luxury item, rich and heavily spiced, and 
the decadence of the drink sometimes 
encouraged similarly decadent 
behaviour, with chocolate houses 
becoming infamous as hotbeds of 
crime, vice, and political resistance. 
A notable ingredient sometimes 
added to chocolate at this time 
was ambergris, a waxy substance 
produced in the digestive system 
of sperm whales. Aged ambergris 

has a sweet smell, and as well as its culinary 
uses, it was also used in making perfumes and 
medicines. 

Chocolate changed rapidly over the course of 
the next century, with 1828 seeing the invention 
of the cocoa press to produce cocoa powder, 
and in 1847, the British company J.S. Fry & Sons 
created the first chocolate bar. In the 1870s, 
Swiss chocolatiers Daniel Peter and Henri Nestlé 
added powdered milk to cocoa to produce the 
very first milk chocolate bar, and in America 
Milton Hershey brought out his Hershey milk 
chocolate bars in 1900. 

The evolution of hot chocolate is saga enough 
to impress Charles Darwin, and it’s fascinating 
to think that the thousands of people enjoying 
their comfort drinks this winter are taking part in 
a tradition that stretches back through so many 
centuries. 

The Spicy History of Hot Chocolate 

Repairs & Restoration of All 
Types of Wooden Tables.

Other Wooden Items Restored
Free Quotes & Estimates

Contact Martin Blackmore on:
Telephone: 01273 400184 · Mobile: 07950 001992  

Email info@tabledoctor.co.uk
www.tabledoctor.co.uk

Advertise in our new 
c l a s s i f i e d section for 

£53+VAT for 3 months. 
Please call 

01843 523030 
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With online games, social media platforms and 
smart fridges that can access Twitter, it’s more 
essential than ever that you remain vigilant on 
where your children are in the virtual world. 
Online games are a great way for children and 
young people to pass the time and stay in 
touch with friends and family; below are 
just a few tips on what parents should 
be aware of:
• age ratings of games they play
• messaging and contact functions 
 on the games
• in-game purchases
• trolling, griefing and scams
• how to report problems
• where they can get further support.
Take an interest in what they are playing so 
you can find out who they are playing with 
and have a discussion about the information 
they should and shouldn’t be sharing (phone 
numbers, addresses etc.)

Social media is a very complicated platform to 
try and understand, with the most popular being 
Facebook and Instagram, with many others such 
as Snapchat, TikTok and Twitter.
It can provide a great way of staying in touch with 

friends and family, and can be used as a very 
effective learning tool. 

Parents must be aware of what their 
children are posting and the impact social 
media can have. Remember to; remind 
them about not sharing their location 
online, only speak to people they know in 

real life, speak about sending or receiving 
inappropriate content, the impact of an 

unrealistic sense of body image or reality.
These are just a few very simple tips on what to 
look out for, but to read up more on what to look 
out for, make your way over to: 
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety

Keeping our children safe online is a number one priority, but with the 
online universe growing, it can be a difficult tool to navigate.

Are you up to date with Cyber Safety?
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Newick Horticultural Society is the second oldest horticultural 
society in England and continues to go from strength to strength. 

 

Join us
New members are always welcome. Family 
membership is now only £5 per year or you 
may wish to become a Vice President with 
a subscription of £10. Benefits include free 
competitor’s entry to both shows, as well as 
only a £2 entry fee for our talks. 
New committee members or specific task 
helpers would also be most welcome. We 
really want the Society to be able to continue 
to stage these popular Village events for many 
years to come! 
Please feel free to contact us 
with any questions or if you 
need any more information 
at newickhorticultural@
gmail.com
We look forward to 
welcoming you to our events.

Councillor 
Victoria Marchant, 
Newick Parish Council

Newick Horticultural Society 

As you may be aware there has been an ongoing project to resolve the 
issue of the ageing skate park in Newick. Various contractors, locations 
and schemes have been considered but planning permission has just 
been granted by Lewes District Council for a replacement skate park 
at the existing site. The new park will offer a modern sports facility for 
users of all ages and abilities. The funding is in place and the Parish 
Council will be meeting with the contractors to bring this project to 
fruition as soon as possible. 

Replacement Skate Park 

The Society’s calendar includes Talks, Outings, 
a Quiz evening, Plant Sale, coffee mornings, 
a Photographic Competition and two Shows; 
the Spring Show and the Annual Show & Dog 
Show.  
You may have recently noticed the huge 
marquee on Newick Village Green, this was 
the venue for our Annual Show 
(always held on the first Saturday 
in September). Despite all the 
challenges of these past few 
years, Newick turned out 
again and supported this 
event in droves; whether as 
members entering exhibits, or 
as visitors enjoying the sunny 
afternoon – viewing the huge 
range of entries, over 100 classes! 
Whilst predominantly a Horticultural 
Show, our Annual Show isn’t exclusively 
for gardeners, there are many cooking and 
handicraft classes too… plus plenty of classes 
for children to enter. 
Some visitors just watched the Dog Show, 
checked out the side stalls and many sampled 
the home-made cakes and refreshments. The 
committee have already noted that next year 
we are going to have to increase even more 
our stock of environmentally friendly cups 
and plates! Well done too, to Newick Primary 
School for showing off their super basket of 

vegetables and other goodies grown by the 
children. Hopefully our Society’s members of 
the future?

Newick can take pride in being the oldest 
horticultural society which still regularly holds 
its annual show in a marquee. What is so 
splendid is that the atmosphere in the display 

tent must surely be just the same now 
as in those far off days in the 19th 

century – the fragrance from the 
flowers, fruit and vegetables and 
the crushed grass, the chatter 
of the admiring visitors and the 
pride of the entrants in winning 
their silver cups and modest 
prizes. Long may the tradition 

continue. 
2022 Dates for your diary:

Thursday November 10th. Annual 
Photographic Competition & AGM. 
Free entry, plus free tea/ coffee, and a free 
glass of wine!
Venue: Newick Village Hall. Doors open at 
7:30pm for 8pm start. 
Our Spring Show next year is on Saturday 25th 
March 2023 also in Newick Village Hall. 
We have already arranged several excellent 
Speakers for next year, including Juliet 
Sargeant. For more information, please visit 
www.newickhorticultural.co.uk
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I write this at the end of September, three months on from my 
last article. There has once again been a great deal of activity and 
change in the property market since June. 
The most significant of which came in very 
recently when the fallout from the ‘mini-
budget’ sent encouragement and uncertainty 
in equal measures to the housing market. 

In July activity still remained high. There were 
more signs of the seriously depleted stock 
situation improving with a good number of 
homes coming to the market in our area. Right 
Move reported that nationally July brought 
13% more sellers to the market compared 
with this month last year.   More buyers looked 
to lock in longer mortgage terms to bring 
more certainty to their outgoings, especially 
as lenders were now offering virtually the 
same rate for either two year and five year 
fixed mortgages. I saw a continuing genuine 
appetite from buyers to move, despite 
economic and political uncertainty, choosing 
to act rather than to wait. 

During August, summer holidays seemed to take 
priority for many. For those that could, it was the 
first summer holiday abroad since before the 
pandemic.  This month the sixth consecutive 
interest rate rise  to 1.75%, was announced, 
which combined with the rising cost of living, 
puts further pressure on buyer affordability. 

September saw the beginning of the new 
school term, which normally is when the 
housing market kick starts again with renewed 
focus from both buyers and sellers. It is 
historically a time when those with plans to 
move see an autumn window of opportunity 
ahead of them. The market in September 
remained surprisingly resilient despite the 
growing economic pressures. Right Move 
report this month that buyer demand is up 
20% on a pre-pandemic five year average. This 
strong buyer demand suggests that for those 
that can, many of the reasons for wanting to 
move up the property ladder remain. I am also 
seeing evidence of increased demand from 
downsizers who are trying to reduce their 
living costs now they no longer need such a 
large property.

And then September saw the new chancellors 
‘mini budget’. It was announced that the 
stamp duty threshold would be raised from 
£125,000 to £250,000. This now means that a 
third of all homes currently for sale (33%) are 
now completely exempt from stamp duty in 
England, compared with 7% before the cut. 
The level at which first time buyers will have 
to pay stamp duty has risen from £300,000 to 
£425,000. 

Although the stamp duty cut will help first 
time buyers, the recent hike in interest rates 
provides a ‘double edged sword’. Average 
monthly mortgage payments for first time 
buyers are now at a new all-time high since 
2012. A 10% deposit on a first-time buyer type 
home is now 57% higher than 10 years ago, 
while average salaries have increased by 32% 
over the same time. This makes it increasingly 
difficult for first time buyers to save the 
necessary deposit.

I believe that the changes in stamp duty 
could well increase demand in the coming 
months, although because it is permanent, this 
demand will likely be steady rather than the 
surge which we saw with the last ‘stamp duty 
holiday’.

How has the fallout from the recent ‘mini 
budget’ affected the housing market?
Following the government’s decision to cut 
taxes and borrow more set out in the Mini 
Budget, the markets reacted and the pound 
plummeted. On 22nd September, the Bank 
of England raised interest rates by 0.5% to 
2.25%, in an attempt to control inflation. This 
made it the highest level in 14 years. There is 
speculation that this could rise as high as 6% 
next year. Just under a third of all households 
in the UK have a mortgage. With these recent 
interest rates rises, it has been reported that 
about two million people on variable and 
tracker deals will see an immediate increase in 
their monthly payments. There are also around 
1.8 million people who will be coming off their 

What has happened in the housing market over the last three months?

fixed rate mortgage in the next 12 months, 
and will have significantly higher payments 
than before. This has caused a large amount of 
uncertainty and worry across the country. 

The knock on effect has been seen 
immediately in the mortgage market. Some 
mortgage lenders have been pulling products 
and temporarily pausing new applications as 
they wait to see what impact the continued 
reaction to the chancellors ‘growth plan’ has on 
interest rates. 

If any readers of this article are concerned 
about how this may affect them, then please 
do not hesitate to reach out to me, and I can 
put them in touch with a financial advisor that 
I work very closely with. 

What will this mean to the housing market in 
the coming months?

The challenges presented by rising interest 
rates and the cost of living will no doubt have 
an effect throughout this second half of the 
year, as some people reconsider what they 
can afford. There is also anticipation among 
would-be home-movers that personal finances 
may become even more stretched in the 

coming months, with further interest rate rises 
expected and the energy price cap jumping 
again in October. This may well translate to a 
dip in buyer demand. 

The housing market in BN8 has continued 
to be less affected by the wider economic 
climate over the last three months. It does 
though remain to be seen whether in the ever 
changing economic landscape that we now 
find ourselves, if this will still continue to be 
the case. The next three months will, I believe, 
be quite telling…

As always, If you have any questions regarding 
the local Newick and BN8 housing market, or 
indeed would like to get an idea of how much 
your home is currently worth, then please do 
not hesitate to get in touch.
I would be delighted to be of assistance to the 
residents of this wonderful village for anything 
property related.

Jonathan Crawford Jones
The Agency UK
07876 256896
*All properties shown in this article are either on the market 
currently or have been sold by myself*
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Tel: (Eastbourne) 01323 811820 
Tel: (Lewes) 01273 477860
Mobile: 07768 454079
Email: lewesscaffolding@aol.com

LEWES
SCAFFOLDING
LTD

The evasive suspects combined with the 
hapless detective, made this a very enjoyable 
evening. We are now on a recruitment drive 
for new talent to join us as have some 
really exciting plans for next year, from 
variety and comedy to murder mystery 

and fun events. If you would like to 
join us, be it on stage or behind, 

please do email 
info@newickdrama.org 

and have a look at our 
Facebook page for previous 

shows. 

Councillor 
Bronja Whitlock

Newick Amateur Dramatic Society
NADS has just finished their latest production, a Murder Mystery, 
which confused virtually the whole audience as to who the 
murderer actually was! 

The cost of things keeps going 
up. I’m worried about how I’ll 
cope as it starts getting colder.       
You’re not alone in struggling with rising costs, 
but it’s important to know there is support 
available.   
If you’re finding it hard to stay on top of bills, 
make sure you are getting all the benefits and 
financial support with energy & living costs 
that you are entitled to.  
Financial support schemes include:  
• Lewes District Council Cost of Living 
 Emergency Scheme will provide support to 
 households on a low income but those not 
 in receipt of means tested benefits. 
• Discretionary Council Tax Rebate Scheme 
 (Energy) may provide a £150 payment for 
 those households in Council Tax Bands E 
 to H on a means tested benefit or with a net 
 weekly income under £257. This fund has a 
 deadline of 30th November 2022. 
• Help with energy bills. From October 1 
 2022, there’s a limit on gas and electricity 
 unit prices for most households - the Energy
  Price Guarantee, which will be in place for 
 two years.  
• From October you’ll get £400 off your 
 electricity bill through the Energy Bills 
 Support Scheme. The money will be paid 
 in six instalments and you will not be asked 
 to provide any personal or bank account 
 details to receive the payments. If you have 
 a prepayment meter, your supplier will let 
 you know how they will issue the discount. 

For tailored advice about your eligibility for 
financial support, contact us on 01273 007557 
or info@lewesdistrictca.org.uk  

Anyone requiring support or assistance should 
contact us on 
• Universal Credit Help to Claim line 
 0800 1448444 
• Adviceline 0808 278 7892 Monday - Friday 
 9am to 5pm. 
• Email advice www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk  
• Chat online to an advisor 
 citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us  
 

Contact: Deborah Harris 01273 007556

Lewes District Citizens Advice

ANYONE REQUIRING SUPPORT OR 
ASSISTANCE SHOULD CONTACT US ON
•  Adviceline call 0808 278 7892  

Monday- Friday 9am to 5pm.
• Email advice www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
•  Chat online to an advisor on our website 

citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us.
• Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133
•  Universal Credit Help to Claim line 

0800 1448444

MAKE YOUR WEDDING EXTRA SPECIAL 

01273 813401 info@chariotschauffeurs.com 
Chariots, Merlins, Uckfi eld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

Established in 1993
WITH A CAR FROM CHARIOTS!

WE PROVIDE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN EXECUTIVE 
       CARS, LIMOUSINE & MINIBUSES 
IN SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH EAST
FRIENDLY STAFF & PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEURS

EMAIL:

 Minibus Hire   Limousine Hire
 Chauffeur Service Wedding Car Hire  Executive Travel

ALL VEHICLES HAVE ANTISEPTIC WASH AND WIPED CLEAN EVERY TIME
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In August 2022 the Parish Council 
adopted a new Dark Skies Policy. 
Introduction & Context

Policies that promote dark skies are tied 
directly to Climate Change through the 
reduction of the consumption of energy 
by promoting efficient outdoor lighting 
technologies. These policies aim to control the 
types of outdoor lighting that may be installed 
both on domestic and business premises, and 
promote guidance about appropriate lighting 
levels and warranting conditions (whether 
lights may be installed in certain areas and/or 
operated during particular hours of day).

The Campaign for Rural England has found 
that just 2% of the country is able to enjoy 
truly dark skies, while over half of the 
population is severely impacted by light 
pollution. A recent All-Party Parliamentary 
Group set out the major causes of growing 
light pollution, which threaten dark skies in the 
UK and advocates a range of policy solutions 
to mitigate and remedy light pollution issues. 
As part of their recommendation this group 
are challenging the existing National Planning 
Policy Framework legal to regulate light 
pollution.

Newick parish is a rural community with 
relatively dark skies. The parish has virtually no 
street lighting and residents have consistently 
opposed the idea of street lighting.

Potential Light Pollution and Night 
Blight Issues
The policy recognises that artificial light can 
offer practical benefits to residents, however 
it also reflects that inappropriate artificial 
lighting can contribute to a range of problems, 
including: 
• Giving the village an urban feel 
• Detracting from the appearance of the  
 night sky
• Impacting human health 
• Impacting the behaviour of wildlife

The intention of the Newick Parish Council 
Dark Skies Policy is to avoid dispute by 
describing potential problems arising from 
the use of outside lighting and making 
recommendations as to how those issues may 
be avoided.

1. Obtrusive Light, which can cause a 
nuisance to others in the form of
• Sky glow, the brightening of the night sky,
• Glare the uncomfortable brightness of a 
 light source when viewed against a darker 
 background.
• Light Intrusion (“Trespass”), the spilling of 
 light beyond the boundary of the property 
 or area being lit.
2. Overlighting is a major cause of obtrusive 
light.  Many outside light fittings are very 
poorly designed, with less than half the light 
output going in a useful direction. For that 
reason, they often contain unnecessarily 
bright bulbs to achieve a result. Relatively 
high-powered lights are rarely necessary in 
domestic situations and have a nuisance effect 
over considerable distances. Rapid advances 
in modern lighting technology have also 
caused considerable confusion. It is easy to 
underestimate the light output of a modern 
bulb.

3. Security lighting can give people a greater 
sense of safety, and they should be entitled to 
use it, but not in a way that causes nuisance to 
others. Excessive levels of illumination provide 
dark shadows for people, including those with 
criminal intent, to hide in or behind. Lighting 
that is shielded or angled down can actually 
improve rather than compromise security.

Dark Skies Policy
This policy encourages conservation and 
enhancement of the distinctive rural character 
of Newick. It seeks to prevent light pollution 
and protect the night-time views of the rural 
area, from within the parish and surrounding 
areas. This policy ultimately aims to protect 
the dark skies of Newick; the rural darkness, 
the night sky affords, which contribute to the 
tranquillity of the parish’s nocturnal character.

Guidance for Residents 
The impact of existing light installations can be 
reduced in the following ways:
• Light only the areas that need brightness, 
 such as entrances and walkways. 
 Illumination should not be directed outside 
 of our properties, into the properties of 
 others, along the highway or into the 
 night sky.
• Use energy efficient bulbs, with a warm 
 white tone and ~500 lumens
• Shield lights and direct them downwards 
 to concentrate and limit the spread
• Only use lights when needed. Consider 
 timers and sensors. 
• Be considerate of neighbours by controlling
  lighting direction, extent, and timing

In addition to guidance for residents, this 
policy seeks to influence developers, and the 
future development framework for Newick 
parish.

Planning Framework
All new development proposals should be 
appropriate to the dark skies status of the 
parish, limiting the impact of light pollution 
from artificial light on the intrinsically dark 
landscapes within the parish. Any applications 
for new development that require a lighting 
scheme should show how the status of dark 
skies will be protected. External lighting 
should only be considered in areas where it is 
absolutely necessary, such as entrances and 
walkways. 

Where lighting is required, minimum 
brightness levels, controlled by sensors and 
timers, should be used. Innovative sustainable 
solutions for appropriate lighting will be 
encouraged. Residential development should 
be designed to minimise light pollution, both 
in external aspects and as a consequence of 
light leakage from the interior. General street 
lighting will not be considered in any areas of 
Newick parish. 
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The autumn is here, the nights are drawing in as 2022 comes to a 
close. What a dramatic and varied year it’s been from celebratory 
bank holidays in June to more recent mournful bank holidays, war in 
Europe to political scandal and plenty of nonsense to argue about. 
As we come to end of the third year in this 
pandemic-altered world it is not the virus that 
is the top of this country’s concerns, no. It's
financial concerns that are now at the forefront 
of our minds, the ‘cost of living crisis’ has been 
the term spouted about by the tabloids and 
news channels for months now. We’ve been 
warned of the horrors of rising inflation as well 
as ludicrous energy bills and essentially been 
told we’ll have to watch our spending and in 
most cases change our habits to simply survive 
the winter. Easier said than done when you’ve 
got a big family to feed though, isn’t it? 

Speaking of ‘feeding the family’ the kitchen is a 
great place to start when considering savings, 
so CommunityAd have put together a family 
friendly recipe which will cost you less than a 
fiver and what can be more wholesome and 
warming on these cold nights than a pie, a 
sweet shepherd’s pie?

Family Feeds For A Fiver

That means that the ingredients used will cost 
you a total of just £2.91. Per person that’s an 
incredible 73 pence… Let’s get our pie on!

First things first, preheat that oven to 190°C/
Gas mark 5. Then it’s time for some good old 
fashioned peeling and a chopping of the 
sweet potatoes. Add potatos to a large pan of 
boiling water. 
In an additional large pan, heat the oil and 
add the chopped onions and chopped carrots 
and gently fry for 3-4 minutes until the onions 
have softened. Add the mince and fry off, 
ensuring it’s browned all over. Cook on a 
medium heat for about 10-12 minutes.

Crumble in the stockcube and stir thoroughly 
- add the peas and tin of beans and continue 
to cook for another couple of minutes, stirring 
occasionally.

Check the sweet potatoes and see if they are 
tender, drain (but keep a small amount of 
water to help you mash if needed) and mash 
those spuds!

Empty the mince into a large ovenproof dish 
and spread the sweet potato mash on top, 
then add a sprinkle of cheese over the top 
and pop it in that preheated oven of yours 
for 40 – 45 minutes. You won’t have to scream 
‘dinner’s ready’ as the inviting scent of the pie 
will bring the family to the dining room with 
time to spare. 

* Prices based off quantities needed 
using the Trolley.co.uk 
searching tool and 
was accurate on 
13th September 2022.

You’ll need:
500g mince        £1.79

2 tsp olive oil

1 onion, chopped  £0.12

2 carrots, chopped  £0.10

200g frozen peas  £0.14

1 stock cube (optional)  £0.10

300g baked beans  £0.22

2 sweet potatoes (large)  £0.40

50g cheese   £0.44

 *

It’s getting colder and wetter as we draw into November. Trees 
are putting on their autumn displays and winter stems start to 
come into their own. As autumn turns to winter, your main jobs 
in the garden are mostly about protecting plants and structures 
from the wilder weather to come.
There’s still sowing and growing to do to keep the 
garden ticking over. Here is a list of the top jobs to 
do in the garden:
Timely tips

Invest in bird feeders and bird baths for the winter months Image: 
Kingfisher Bronze Effect Plastic Bird Bath from Thompson & Morgan 

As the weather starts to get more wintry, your 
garden needs some protection:
• Insulate your outdoor containers from frosts. 
 Use hessian or bubble wrap held in place with 
 garden twine.

• Prevent containers becoming waterlogged by 
 raising them off the ground for the winter using 
 bricks or ‘pot feet’.

• Encourage hungry birds into your garden by 
 investing in bird baths and bird feeders. Our 
 feathered friends will keep garden pest numbers 
 down and bring joy on a bleak winter’s day.

• Protect roses from wind-rock by pruning them 
 by one-third to half their height. This will stop 
 them swaying in strong wind and prevent roots 
 coming loose in the soil.

In the flower garden
Cut some holly stems for 
festive garlands — but 
remember that birds love 
to eat these too!  Image: 
Holly (Hedging) from 
Thompson & Morgan

Here are your main jobs to do in the flower garden 
this November:

• Remove fallen leaves from around the base of 
 any rose bushes which suffered from blackspot 
 or rust this summer, to reduce the chance of 
 reinfection next year.

• Continue to lift dahlia tubers, gladiolus corms 
 and begonias tubers to store dry over the winter 
 months. Remove the dead foliage before storing.

• Cut back the yellowing foliage of herbaceous
 perennial plants, and lift and divide overcrowded 
 clumps to maintain their vigour.

• Cut a few stems of holly with berries for making 
 Christmas garlands. It’s early, but now’s the time 
 to do it before the birds eat all the berries. Stand 
 them in a bucket of water in a sheltered spot 
 where birds can’t take them.

Looking after your lawn
• Aerate your lawn now before winter sets in. 
 Either use a lawn aerator or simply insert a 
 garden fork at regular intervals and lean it back 
 slightly to let air in.

• Continue to clear fallen leaves off the lawn to  
 keep it healthy using a light rake.

• Set your lawn mower to a higher cut-height for 
 winter.

• Edge your lawn. This is easy to do in the winter 
 months once beds are clear. Lawn edging creates 
 a neat and tidy appearance and makes  
 maintenance easier throughout the year.

From your armchair
Start a diary to reflect on the highs 
and lows of your garden over the 
year Image: Lamyai/Shutterstock

• Take stock of this year’s garden and make a few 
 notes or sketches  for next spring. Reflect on what 
 grew well, what failed miserably, and what 
 changes you will make next year. You will be 
 surprised at how useful these notes can be when 
 you start ordering seeds and plants for next year!

• Take photos of where herbaceous plants are 
 located before they die back so you don’t damage 
 their roots during a winter dig. Alternatively, mark 
 their positions with stakes, covering the sharp 
 tops with bottles.

• Place your orders online for fruit trees, fruit bushes 
 and perennial plants. These can be planted 
 between now and springtime.

What to do in the garden in Autumn
Enjoy the autumnal colours in the garden

Image: Liquidambar styraciflua from Thompson & Morgan

www.thompson-morgan.com
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